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Muslim group says Saudis hold its leader 

— Saudi Arabia has arrested the head of an Islamic group 
f™ - j n is aides while they were in the kingdom on pilgrimage, an 

Islamic Jihad official said Monday. "They were arrested last week on a tip 
from somebody who broke away from them but they have no relation to 
apytnmg concerning Saudi security." said Sheikh As'ad Bayyud A1 
Tam urn. leader or Islamic Jihad — Bert Al Maqdcs. Sheikh Tamimi told 
Keutcrs Saudi security agents seized the leader.-of another Islamic Jihad 
^inier group called the Islamic Jihad Movement for the liberation of 
raesime (At Aqsa Battalions) and three of his aides in Jeddah last week. 
He laentmea the groups leader as Fayez Al Asswad and the three others 
JuT . u ""cineh. Adnan Abu Sneineh and Hani Abu Da’b'aat. He 
said they travel between Jordan and Sudan. A fourth member of the 
group. Kayycd' Rajab Sarsour Al Tamimi, was released shortly after 
questioning. said Sheikh Tamimi. a distant cousin of the released man. 
baud! embassy officials were not available for confirmation of the report. 
, r ' As swaa s group in a statement announcing the detention of their 
leader did not mention any other arrests. 
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Arab committee on 
Lockerbie to meet 

TUNIS (R) — An Arab League 
committee will meet in Tunis 
Thursday in a fresh attempt to 
solve Libya’s standoff with the 
West over the Lockerbie affair, 
official sources in Tunisia said. 
Foreign ministers from Egypt. 
Syria, Algeria. Tunisia. Morocco, 
Mauritania and Libya, all com- 
mittee members, will meet with 
Arab League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. Diplomats 
in Tunis said the meeting comes 
ahead of an April 15 deadline for 
a U.N. review of Lockerbie and 
sanctions imposed on Libya for 
non-cooperation. 

6 Kurds killed in 
Iranian attack 

PARIS f R) — The wife of French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
said Monday at least six Kurdish 
civilians were killed and many 
hurt when Iranian planes bombed 
a French-run hospital on the Iran- 
Iraq border at the weekend. 
Danielle Mitterrand, head of the 
privately-funded human rights 
group France-Libertes, told re- 
porters searches were under way 
for more bodies in the debris of 
the hospital at Raniya after air 
raids on Saturday and Sunday. 
Mrs. Mitterrand said the hospital 
was on Iraqi soil, in an area 
controlled by the rebel Democra- 
tic Party of Iranian Kurdistan 
(PDKl) and inside the Western 
allies' air exclusion zone set up to , 
protect Iraqi Kurds. *‘We protest 
against this aggression in the ! 
allied protection zone.” Mrs. ; 
Mitterrand said. The hospital is ! 
jointly run by the French huma- j 
nitarian groups aide Medicate In- 
ternationale and Medecins du 
Monde, who protested against 
the bombing in a statement ear- 
lier Monday. 

Egyptian forces raid 
island, hold 150 

CAIRO (AP) — Police raided a 
small island in the Nile River 
Monday in a security operation 
that resulted in the death of a 
policeman and the arrest of 150 
suspected Muslim extremists hid- 
ing there, a police officer said. 
Police and the extremists ex- 
changed fire during the dawn 
sweep, he said. The government’s 
Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) quoted an unnamed 
security official as saying two 
extremists were wounded and 
taken to hospital. The militants 
were hiding in the fields and 
among dense trees of Badary 
Island near r.ssiut. a hotbed of 
extremist violence 320 kilometres 
south of Cairo. 

Senegalese riot over 
election results 

DAKAR (R) — Students burnt 
' cars, smashed buses and stoned 
paramilitary gendarmes in Seneg- 
al’s capital Monday in protest at 
elections they say were rigged. 
Witnesses said the rioting flared 
Sunday night near the campus of 
Dakar's university and continued 
on Monday morning. Gendarmes 
replied with tear-gas. It was not 
clear if there were any injuries. 
The students were angry at elec- 
tion results announced on Satur- 
day which gave incumbent Presi- 
dent Abdou Diouf a sweeping 
win over his nearest rival, opposi- 
tion leader Abdou lave Wade. 

Iraq blasts U.N. call 
for rights monitoring 

NICOSIA (AP) — An Iraqi 
newspaper said Monday that a 
U.N. commission's call to deploy 
human rights monitors in Iraq 
was orchestrated to maintain the 
international embargo against 
Baghdad. Al Qadissiya. rhe De- 
fence Ministry daily, said: “These 
mad campaigns will not affect the 
Iraqi people’s resistance, their 
solid will and their great unity 
with a great leadership.” 
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Clinton meets Rabin, 
sees ‘real chance’ for 
Mideast peace talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Bill Clinton said Mon- 
day there was a real chance to get 
Middle East peace talks going 
again as he held his first meeting 
as president with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

“There are a lot of reasons to 
be hopeful,” be said at a photo 
session in the Oval Office. 

He conceded there were diffi- 
culties, and he said he hoped a 
recent flare-up of violence, in- 
cluding the stabbing of an Amer- 
ican immigrant in Israel, would 
not present an obstacle to the 
renewal of talks. 

The meeting came as the U.S. 
administration prepared an ex- 
panded role in the negotiations. 

Asked about chances for the 
talks resuming if Israel does not 
agree to a Palestinian demand to 
repatriate 396 Palestinians expel- 
led to Lebanon in December, Mr. 
Ginton said: “I think we’ve got a 
real chance to resume the talks. I 
certainly hope we do.” 

“Obviously there are difficul- 
ties and there are those who 
would prefer it not be done, but I 
think we have a real shot” at talks 
leading to a lasting peace, he 
said. 

The talks, interrupted since 
December, resume here on April 
20 although the Palestinians have 
not said whether they will attend. 

Last year Mr. Rabin authorised 
his negotiators to sound out the 
Syrians on what kind of peace 


they might extend to Israel in 
exchange for territory. 

Secretaiy of State Warren M. 


Christopher talked with Syrian 


President Hafez Al Assad last 
month in Damascus. Mr. Clinton 
said on Monday that Mr. Christ- 
opher had done a commendable 
job. 

The Syrian president is known 
to be willing to have Israel relin- 
quish in phases the Syrian terri- 
tory occupied in the 1967 war, 
provided Israel accepts Syria’s 
sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights. 

Asked Monday if he en- 
visioned peace between Israel 
and Syria, Mr. Clinton said: ”1 
hope the peace process will re- 
sume shortly. I'm hopeful it will 
produce a good result. I think 
there’s a chance of it.” 

Asked about incidents of in- 
creased violence, including the 
stabbing and wounding in north- 
ern Israel of a man who immi- 
grated from New York a month 
ago, Mr. Ginton said: 

“I heard about it. I'm disturbed 
about it. I hope it won’t deter any 
of the parties involved from seek- 
ing a genuine long-term peace. 
The larger interests still argue for 
having a good faith effort in die 
peace process.” 

Monday's meeting with Mr. 
Rabin “is an opportunity for the 
two leaders to sit face-to-face and 
get to know each other,” White 
House spokesman Jeff Eller said 
Sunday. 

Egypt meanwhile launched a 
new bid with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Monday to try and resolve the 
expellee crisis and persuade the 
Palestinians not to boycott the 
peace talks. 


Palestinians may ask 
Arabs to boycott talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
will ask Arab foreign ministers 
meeting in Damascus this month 
to boycott the next round of 
Middle East peace talks if a crisis 
over expellees remains unre- 
solved, a PLO official said Mon- 
day. 

"The PLO will demand in the 
Damascus meeting that all Arab 
delegations refrain from resum- 
ing negotiations on the 20th of 
April in the event of not finding a 
solution to the deportee problem,” 
Saleh Rafaat, a member of the 
Palestine Central Council, told 
Reuters. 

The foreign ministers of Syria, 
Lebanon and Jordan are sche- 
duled to meet in Damascus on 
March 28 to hammer out a com- 
mon position with the PLO on 
the next round of peace talks. 

The Palestinians have refused 
to accept an invitation to the 
talks. The other Arab partici- 
pants are waiting until the 
Damascus meeting to respond. 

Mr. Arafat, who met the 
PLO's de facto foreign minister 
Farouq Kaddoumi, Sunday, said 
an Israeli pledge to halt expul- 
sions would be the key to resump- 
tion of negotiations. 

“This Israeli commitment will 


open the door to the resumption 
of peace talks,” said Mr. Rafaat, 
the spokesman for the Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine — Yasser Abed Rabbo 
wing. 

PLO sources say they could be 
flexible on details of the return of 
396 Palestinians still stranded in 
South Lebanon after their expul- 
sion in December as long as they 
receive the pledge to halt de- 
portations. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said in Syria 
Thursday that Jordan, Lebanon 
and Syria might attend one or two 
rounds of talks without the 
Palestinians as a way of testing 
“Israeli and American resolve." 

He later backed down from 
that statement, telling official 
Jordanian media he could not 
speak on behalf of the Arab 
states. 

Suleiman Najjab, a member of 
the PLO Executive Committee, 
said meanwhile that the Palestinians 
would go to the talks only if 
they received a positive Amer- 
ican reply to a proposal aimed at 
resolving the expellee problem in 
accordance with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 799 and Israeli 
pledges not to expel any more 

(Continued on page 5) 


Somali peace conference 
launched in Addis Ababa 


TEL: 698 131 


ADDIS ABABA (AP) — A new 
round of Somali peace talks 
opened Monday with faction 
leaders of the civil war-wracked- 
country still at odds over whether 
to create a national government. 

They said, however, they were 
willing to form regional author- 
ities that U.N. officials say are 
needed for relief and reconstruc- 
tion efforts to continue. 

As he entered Africa Hall, Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, self- 
proclaimed Somali president who 
claims to represent a coalition of 
21 factions, called for a tran- 
sitional government. 

“A national government 
should come from this meeting,” 
Mr. Ali Mahdi told reporters, 
adding that the government 
would then determine when to 
hold elections. 

But other members of his coali- 
tion and his chief rival, warlord 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed, said 
they favoured first building re- 
gional authorities that could form 
police forces to help end wide- 


spread banditry. 

More than 350,000 people were 
killed or starved to death since 
drought withered the country and 
dictator Mohammad Siad Bane 
was overthrown in January 1991. 
A U.S. -led coalition arrived in 
December to impose order and 
safeguard aid delivering that were 
being stolen in what was then a 
land on anarchy. 

Lansana Kouyate, U.N. special 
representative to Somalia and 
chairman of the conference, 
opened the talks by calling on the 
250 invited faction and commun- 
ity leaders to "give a concrete 
mechanism to restore regional 
and national institutions.” 

“You have to determine your 
own fate,” said Abdul Majid 
Hussein, minister of external and 
economic cooperation of Ethiopia, 
which hosted the talks. 

Mohammad Hassan Awali, 
General Aidid's “foreign minis- 
ter.” called for “some sort of 

(Continued on page 5) 



KUNEITRA CHECKPOINT. Occupied Golan Heights (R) — krae' 1 
police battled scores of Jewish settlers opposed to withdrawal irom the 
Golan Heights who tried Monday to storm across the ceasefire line with 
Syria, security sources said. United Nations troops who have guarded the 
Frontier since'1974 blocked the crossing near the destroyed Syrian town of 
Kuneitra with armoured personnel carriers as police forced settles back. 
Several settlers were detained. Golan settlers, totalling about 15,000. 
were angered by news reports that Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
prepared to return the strategic plateau Israel seized from Syria in the 
1967 war in exchange for peace. Mr. Rabin had said he was willing to 
return only part of the Golan but recently added it was hard to explain 
whv Israel should keep some Syrian territory when it returned all occupied 
Egyptian land for peace with Cairo. The Haaretz newspaper reported 
Monday a senior government minister said Mr. Rabin would agree to a 
total withdrawal from the plateau in exchange for suitable secunty 
arrangements. The settlers rushed the border with Syria, saying thev 
wanted to negotiate “peace in return for peace" with President Hafez Al 
Assad rather than exchange the land for a peace treaty. 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Motorist kills 2 
settlers in W. Bank 


Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
and Farouk Kaddoumi, the 
PLO’s foreign affaire chief, dis- 
cussed ideas at a meeting in Cairo 
to resolve the crisis. 

“There is a big chance that all 
the Arab parties would take part 
in the (next round of the) peace 
process," Mr. Musa told repor- 
ters, adding that he would hold 
further talks with PLO officials in 
Tunis Thursday. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said the main 
issue blocking Palestinian parti- 
cipation in the peace talks was the 
expellees' issue. 

“We have offered several prop- 
osals to solve the crisis and the 
U.S. administration must use its 
influence to ensure (Israel's) 
acceptance of the Arab propos- 
als,” he said. 

Just before the meeting began, 
U.S. Ambassador to Cairo 
Robert Pelletreau delivered a 
message to Mr. Musa about 
peace talks from Mr. Christ- 
opher, Foreign Ministry sources 
said. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said his talks 
with Mr. Musa focused on a 
six-point agenda suggested to Mr. 
Christopher by the Palestinians 
when he visited the Middle East 
last month. 

Diplomats say the plan in- 
cludes a clear commitment by 
Israel of no further expulsions, 
something the Jewish state is 
reluctant to do. 

PLO sources say they could be 
flexible on the return of the 396 
Palestinians still stranded in 

(Continued on page 5) 

Hekmatyar 
wants to 
fire Masoud 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
Afghan Prime Minister-designate 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar said Mon- 
day he would sack his arch-rival 
Ahmad Shah Masoud from the 
powerful post of defence minis- 
ter. 

Mr. Hekmatyar, appointed 
under a March 7 peace pact 
aimed at stopping months of fac- 
tional fighting in Kabul, said his 
first major task was to ensure the 
surrender of arms to a joint de- 
fence commission of all parties. 

“No-one will surrender arms to 
the one who has fought against 
him in the past,” he said, giving 
reasons why he planned to sack 
Mr. Masoud as defence minister. 

“Masoud is our brother," Mr. 
Hekmatyar said. “We do not 
want to ignore.br forget him." 
But he added: “The Ministry of 
Defence will not be given to a 
single party... so a non- 
controversial man will be accept- 
able.” 

Mr. Hekmatyar, the 44-year- 
old radical leader of the Hezb-e- 
Islami party, is to select his 
cabinet this week in consultation 
with President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani in the run-up to elections 
due in eight months. 

Diplomats have predicted 
more fighting unless Mr. Hek- 
matyar and Mr. Rabbani can 
agree on who should be defence 
minister. Mr. Rabbani. 53, has 
previously refused to consider 
allowing Mr. Masoud, the most 
powerful commander in his 
Jamiat-e-Islami party, to step 
down. 

“It is my desire that not a single 
bullet should be fired and not a 
drop of blood be shed in the 
transfer of power.” Mr. Hek- 
matyar told a news conference. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s hardline 
forces have engaged government 
troops loyal to Mr. Masoud in 
bloody battles for possession of 
Kabul since the Mujahedeen took 
power from the former commun- 
ist government last April. 
Thousands of civilians have been 
-killed. 

The two were classmates at 
Kabul University in the 1970s and 
bitter rivals throughout the 14- 
year insurgency against the 
Soviet-installed government. 

TBe position of Mr. Masoud. 
who has been defence minister 
since the Mujahedeen took pow- 
er, is crucial to peace and was the 
main stumbling block in this 
month’s peace accord, diplomats 
say. 







Israeli soldiers check Palestinians at a Gaza Strip roadblock (above) 
and (below) armed settlers and volunteers work in farms alter settlers 
fired Palestinian workers eu masse Sunday (AFP photo; 



Fadlallah says no Muslim 
role in New York blast 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's top 
fundamentalist leader ruled out 
Monday any role by Muslim mili- 
tants in the World Trade Centre 
bombing in New York and sug- 
gested Israel was to blame. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah said the attack served 
none of the fundamentalists* 
goals and would only lead to 
curbs on their freedoms. He said 
Israel was the only party to gain 
from the Feb. 26 blast and so was 
probably behind it. 

“The bombing is a Jewish and 
not Islamic matter for a simple 
reason: Islamists don't benefit 
anything from it because Islamists 
living in the United States have 
freedom of movement." Sheikh 
Fadlallah said. 

“The United States, which 
fights the freedom of peoples in 
the Third World through regimes 
linked to it, grants freedom to 
these people when they emigrate 
to the United States,” he told 
Reuters in an interview at his 
heavily-guarded Beirut home. 

“Islamists in the United States 
... have no interest, not even one 
per cent, in bombing the World 
Trade Centre," he said. 

Sheikh Fadlallah, 56, said 
Israel was the only apparent be- 
neficiary because it wanted to 
show that it was the only power 


Police chief sentenced to 
die in Moroccan sex trial 


RABAT (Agencies) — A senior 
Moroccan police officer, who 
confessed to having sex with 
more than 1,600 women in three 
years of debauchery, was sent- 
enced to death by a Casablanca 
criminal court Monday for sexual 
violence. 

Chief Police Commissioner 
Haj Mohammad Mustapha 
Tabet, 54. was convicted of rape, 
deflowering virgins, abducting 
women, inciting debauchery, vio- 
lence and assault when organising 
sex orgies in a flat he kept for the 
purpose. 

Opposition newspapers said 
Mr. Tabet had been allowed to 
act with impunity even though 
the authorities knew what he was 
doing. Human rights and 
women's groups expressed out- 
rage: one opposition party called 
for resignations. 

Muslim fundamentalists de- 
manded death by stoning or cru- 
cifixion, rather than by firing 
squad — the usual method. 

Prosecutor Nourredine Riahi 
told the court Mr. Tabet. married 
with two wives and five children 
was a “criminal machine" and 
said that “if there was a more 
severe punishment (than death) 
the public prosecutor would have 
demanded it.” 

Prosecutors showed the court 
118 pornographic videos of Mr. 


Tabet and his friends having sex 
with 518 women and girls over a 
period of three years. 

Mr. Tabet. who has 10 days to 
appeal, filmed the orgies with two 
remote-controlled video cameras 
hidden in his flat and kept a 
numbered list of his sex partners 
on a computer. 

Dressed in smart suits and al- 
ways with a walkie-talkie, the 
burly and balding Tabei picked 
up women in the street and 
bought them pastries before tak- 
ing them to his flat, lawyers said. 

In several cases he demanded 
sex in return for issuing passports 
or other official documents. 

A doctor, one of 16 accom- 
plices on trial with Mr. Tabet. 
was jailed for two years on 
charges of replacing the hymens 
of virgins deflowered by the 
police chief. 

The court sentenced Mr. 
Tabet's immediate superior, 
Ahmad Ouachi, to life in prison 
for trying to protea his subordin- 
ate before and during the inves- 
tigation of the case that has ri- 
veted Moroccan media for more 
than a month. 

Two other commissioners, 
Abdul Salam Bekkaii and Musta- 
fa Benmaghnia, convicted of fal- 
sification, obstructing justice and 

.(Continued on page 5) 


ELI, occupied West Bank (Agen- 
cies) — A Palestinian motorist 
killed two Israeli settlers near the 
Jewish settlement of Eli in the 
occupied West Bank Monday, 
igniting angry protests by Jewish 
settlers. 

The two Israelis, both in their 
20s, were walking beside the road 
45 kilometres north of Jerusalem 
when a speeding vehicle hit them 
from behind, the army said. 

Security forces said it was un- 
clear whether the incident was a 
political attack or a hit-and-run 
accident. 

Elsewhere. Israeli troops shot 
and wounded 12 Palestinians in 
clashes in the occupied Gaza 
Strip,, Palestinians stabbed and 
wounded two Israelis in separate 
attacks and an Israeli shot and 
wounded a Druze Arab he mis- 
took for a guerrilla in the occu- 
pied Golan Heights. 

The army said the vehicle that 
killed the two Israelis, a mint-bus, 
had been left in the nearby village 
of Yatma and belonged to the 
driver's father. 

An Eli resident said he gave 
chase, firing his pistol in the air 
and at the vehicle. 

Settlers said they were certain 
the driver meant to kill and ac- 
cused Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's government of failing to 
protea them. 

They assailed Mr. Rabin for 
discussing Arab-Israeli peace 
with U.S. President Bill Ginton 
in Washington Monday at a time 
of rising violence. 


More than 400 settlers, who 
oppose the return of occupied 
Arab lands, staged an evening 
demonstration outside Mr. 
Rabin's empty Jerusalem home. 

Police arrested several settlers 
near Eli where witnesses said 30 
oF them stoned passing Arab 
vehicles, smashing the windows 
of at least 15 cars. The army also 
forced settlers to leave the Arab 
town of Ramallah. 

Army radio said at least four 
Palestinians were slightly hurt in 
Jewish stoning attacks. 

Deputy, Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gur. meanwhile, 
ordered the army to plan a system 
of fences and security alarms at 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip, a ministry state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Gur’s move followed the 
killing of three Israelis in the 
Gaza Strip last week. A total of 
six Israelis and six Palestinians 
have been killed so far this 
month, raising fears among both 
Jews and Arabs. 

.On Monday, a Palestinian from 
Nablus in the occupied West 
Bank stabbed and wounded an 
immigrant in the northern town 
of Afula, regional police chief 
Yaacov Ganot told army radio. 

“He confesses, he said* he was 
sick of life and decided to stab a 
Jew,” Mr. Ganot said. “He came 
especially after he bought a knife 
in Nablus." 

The victim. 22-year-old Shlo- 
(Continucd on page 5) 


Iran said doing massive 
sanction-busting business 


able to protect Americans from 
Muslims and to divert world 
attention from a crisis over the 
Palestinians it had expelled to. 
Lebanon. 

“This leads us to think the 
American administration ... 
should puruse this possibility and 
it might find the major criminal 
inside the Jewish circle in Amer- 
ica,” he said. 

“If you want to know the cri- 
minal then know who benefits 
from this case,” said the cleric, 
widely reported to be the spiritual 
mentor of Lebanon’s pro- Iranian 
Hizbollah, although he denies it. 

Investigations into the bomb- 
ing have increasingly focused on a 
fundamentalist group, Al Gama'a 
Al Islamiya, whose spiritual lead- 
er preaches in New Jersey and 
opposes Egypt’s government. 

Two of the three suspects 
arrested in connection with the 
blast that killed five people and 
injured more than 1,000 are fol- 
lowers of Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman, who faces deportation 
from' the United Slates. 

Sheikh Fadlallah said U.S. 
President Bill Ginton appeared 
closer to Israel than his prede- 
cssor George Bush on a level that 
made Mr. Ginton incapable of 
being sponsor of Middle East 
peace talks. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran is send- 
ing food worth millions of dollars 
into Iraq in return for cement and 
fertiliser in sanction-busting trade 
that is helping the regiume stay in 
power, travellers from the two 
countries say. 

The sources, who include di- 
plqmats and businessmen, told 
the Associated Press that the 
barter-trade centres on the bor- 
der towns .of Khisrawi. L30 
kilometres northeast of Baghdad, 
and Khorramshahr, near the 
southern cityof Basra. 

"Every day trucks packed with' 
goods line up on the border 
where Iranian officials join them 
to escort the convoys into Khas- 
rawi. Iranian merchants wait for 
them there and condua the bar- 
ter deals.” said one Arab 
businessman who visited Khasra- 
wi recently. 

Western intelligence officials 
noted a few weeks ago that as 
many as 200 trucks a day were 
hauling foodstuffs and other 
essentials into Iraq from Iran in 
defiance of the U.N. trade sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq in August 
1990 after it invaded Kuwait. 

They said they expected that 
volume to increase following the 
closure of smuggling routes 
through Jordan, at one time 
Iraq's main trade route, in recent 


months. 

Dozens of Iraqi companies 
based in Jordan have moved out. 
since last fall's crackdown and are 
operating out of Iran and Turkey 
now because ports there are less 
scrutinised by U.N. monitors 
than in Jordan. 

Turkey was a key component 
of the U.S.-led alliance against 
Iraq, but has been showing strong 
signs of improving its links with 
Baghdad. It was expeaed to 
reopen its embassy there soon, 
after closing it in August IS *0. 

Western officials believe that 
there is considerable trading traf- 
fic across the Turkey-Iraq border 
and that this is likely to increase. 

The travellers said the trade 
between Iran and Iraq, who were 
at war between 1980 and 198S, 
apparently is sanaioned by both 
governments despite their 
strained diplomatic relations. 

Tehran, which remained neut- 
ral throughout the Gulf crisis, is 
angry that Baghdad harbours Ira- 
nian rebels who foment unrest 
inside the Islamic republic at a 
time of serious economic prob- 
lems. 

Iraq accuses the Iranians of 
aiding Shi'ite Muslim rebels oper- 
ating in southern marshes. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Serbs continue push, vow 
not to let aid into village 


SARAJEVO (AP) — Serb mili- 
tias seized control of an eastern 
Bosnian enclave Monday and 
vowed no supplies would reach a 
nearby town as long as the U.N. 
commander stayed there insisting 
that aid be delivered. 

Murat Efendic. an eastern Bos- 
nian official, told the Associated 
Press he had heard by ham radio 
that the Muslim enclave of Kon- 
jevic Polje had fallen to ethnic 
Serb troops after fierce fighting. 

Mr. Efendic said 1 1 tanks and 
10 armoured vehicles were pur- 
suing the retreating defenders, 
who were trying to hold off the 
Serbs as civilians fled the village, 
85 kilometre east of Sarajevo. 
They headed towards Srebrenica, 
another embattled Muslim town 
25 kilometres to the southwest. 

Mr. Efendic said there were 
many casualties but gave no de- 
tails. 

The fall of Konjevic Polje will 
likely worsen conditions in Sreb- 
renica. which has teemed with 
Muslim refuses since Serbian 
forces started to blast their way 
through the region more than two 
weeks ago. 

General Philippe Morillon, 
head of U.N. peacekeepers in 
Bosnia, left Srebrenica after 
three days for talks with Bosnian 
Serb Gen. Ratko Mladic, accord- 
ing to ham radio operators in 


Srebrenica who were monitored 
in Sarajevo. 

Gen. Morillon planned to meet 
Gen. Mladic at a “neutral site." 
according to a U.N. statement. 

Gen. Morillon has pledged to 
stay in Srebrenica until besieged 
Serbs allow truck convoys in with 
food and medicine and permit the 
evacuation of scores of sick and 
wounded people. 

The Bosnian Serb military 
command has rejected those de- 
mands as long as Gen. Morillon 
stays in Srebrenica, an offidal at 
U.N headquarters in Zagreb, 
Croatia, said. 

The U.N. statement stressed 
Gen. Morillon had every inten- 
tion of “remaining in the’Srebre- 
nica area for the forseeable fu- 
ture." 

the ham radio operators said 
Gen. Morillon left behind about 
15 U.N. officials at his temporary 
headquarters in the town. 

Laurence Jolles, a U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees offi- 
cial who left Srebrenica Sunday, 
said up to 40 people were dying of 
cold and hunger daily. 

“I have seen scenes I would 
never have expeaed in the 20th 
century," Mr. Jolles told the 
Assoaated Press. “Thousands of 
.women and children living 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Muslim group says FBI 
watched it for months 


By Jeanne King 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — A group of 
fundamentalist Muslims allegedly 
linked to the World Trade Centre 
bombing say they have been 
under intense surveillance by 
federal authorities since Septem- 
ber. months before the current 
investigation. 

The group has denied any in- 
volvement in the Feb. 26 bomb- 
ing that killed five and injured 
more than 1.000. Their lawyer 
contends that, given the close 
surveillance, the 'Federal Bureau 
of Investigations (FBI) would 
have known if the group had been 
planning an attack. 

A Brooklyn Muslim activist, 
v.ho asked that he be identified 
only as Ahmad, said the inves- 
tigation centred on members who 
attended two mosques fre- 
quented by Al Sayyid Nosair and 
tied to Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man. an Egyptian cleric calling 
for the overthrow of the Egyptian 
government. 

Mr. Nosair was acquired of 
killing radical Rabbi Meir 
Kahane in 1991 but is serving a 
prison sentence in connection 
with ocher charges stemming 
from the shooting. 

The investigation into the 
bombing has focused increasingly 
on the Muslim group and possible 
ties to the Kahane killing. Au- 
thorities are also looking into 
money transfers from Europe 
that they believe helped finance 
the bombing. 

Ahmad told Reuters that about 
24 people who frequented a mos- 
que in Brooklyn and one in 
Jersey Gty. New Jersey, had 
been subpoenaed last September 
for questioning over their links to 
Mr. Nosair and Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman. 

Two of the suspects who have 
been arrested in connection with 
the bombing are said to be fol- 
lowers of Sheikh Abdul Rahman, 
who is facing deportation from 
the United States. 

The first man arrested, 
Mohammad Salameh, was a wor- 
shipper at the Jersey Gty mos- 
que, while the second. Ibrahim 
AL Gabrowny. worshipped in 
Brooklyn. Mr. Gabrowny is also 
Mr. Nosair's cousin. 

Newsweek magazine reports 
this week that U.S. intelligence 
officials believe Iran may have 
been funnelling money to Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman. 

Nidal Ayyad. the chemical en- 
gineer also being held in the 
investigation, has ties to Mr. 
Salameh but authorities have not 
shown any ties between Mr. 
Ayyad and the Muslim fun- 
damentalist group. 

One of Mr. Nosair's lawyers. 
Michael Warren, told Reuters 
that members of the two mosques 


were under such close scrutiny 
that they could not have pulled 
off the deadly bombing. 

"These people have been 
under intense surveillance by the 

FBI, the joint task force and the 
local police department for the 
last two-and one-half years," Mr. 
Warren said in an interview. 

"Why didn't authorities know 
at the inception of the investiga- 
tion who was responsible for the 
blast?" Mr. Warren said. 

Ahmad said that he and "other 
Muslim brothers" have been 
under surveillance “day and night 
since September," and he also 
questioned how any of them 
could have pulled off the crime.. 

"They have followed us. They 
have pictures of us coming out of 
the mosque. We know our tele- 
phones are tapped because dur- 
ing the questioning some of us 
were asked if we recognised a 
voice on the phone," he said. 

FBI spokesman Joe Valiquette 
had no comment on the Muslims' 
accounts that they have been 
under surveillance. 

Ahmad said the group was 
subpoenaed on Sept. 16, 1992, by 
U.S. attorney Otto Obermeier in 
Manhattan. Among them was 
Mr. Gabrowny, who is now being 
held without bail in connection 
with the case. 

Ahmad said that five days after 
the subpoenas he and the others 
voluntarily spoke with two FBI 
agents, Steven Vieira and John 
Anticef, at their Manhattan head- 
quarters. 

Queried for confirmation, Mr. 
Valiquette said die FBI does not 
release the names of its agents. 

“They wanted to know why I 
visited Nosair in Jail and what we 
talked about. They asked how 
long I knew him, where I met 
him. arid was it before or after the 
Kahane shooting.'* Ahmad said. 

He said they also questioned 
him about Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man. "They kept referring to him 
as 'that ex-con.'* he said. 

The sheikh had been in prison 
in Egypt for political activities. 
He was cleared of charges that he 
was involved in the assassination 
of Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat 

Imam Warithu Deen Umar, 
responsible for Islamic affairs for 
the New York State Gnrections 
Department, said that he has 
been warned to stop having con- 
tact with Mr. Nosair's family. 

He told Reuters he was warned 
by Correction Department First 
Deputy Commissioner Philip 
Coombe to “back off and not 
interfere in the FBI investiga- 
tion.” 

He was told that otherwise he 
“would be investigated as being 
involved in the conspiracy to 
blow up the World Trade Cen- 
tre." 



FLASHPOINT ^Egyptian security forces guard a church in QaJyoub, 40 kflometres north of 
; Cairo, after protesters set it ablaze, triggering a confrontation with security fences (AFP photo) 


Algerian 
party says 
officials quit 

ALGIERS (R) — More than 500 
elected Algerian councillors have 
resigned in protest after the gov- 
ernment offered an amnesty to 
Muslim fundamentalists, the 
secular Rally for Culture and 
Democracy (RCD) party said. 

"As at March 14, 1993, the 
RCD counted 594 elected mem- 
bers. Out of this figure, 583 coun- 
cillors have so far submitted their 
resignations," the party said in a 
statement late Sunday. 

RCD councillors, who control- 
led one provincial council and 87 
local authorities after elections in 
June 1990, derided to quit 10 
days ago after Prime Minister 
Belaid Abdul Salam offered an 
amnesty to fundamentalists 
blamed for- more than a year of 
violence. 

Party leader Said Sadi, in a 
bitter attack two weeks ago, said 
Mr. Abdul Salam must step down 
for the good of the country. 

“Abdul Salam has made bis 
choice, he is for an Islamic state." 
said Said in a newspaper inter- 
view. 

The mass resignation coincided 
with the start of talks between the 
collective presidency, which 
appointed Mr. Abdul Salam, and 
political parties to seek a way out 
of Algeria's economic and social 
crisis. 

The RCD has not yet said 
whether it will attend the talks. 


Unions call for protest 
strikes in south Yemen 


ADEN. Yemen (R) — Labour 
unions in southern Yemen Mon- 
day called for a general strike and 
street marches to protest at the 
government's failure to pay pub- 
lic sector wages for the past three 
months. 

A statement from the labour 
unions called for a one-day strike 
Tuesday and urged demonstra- 
tors to march to . government 
offices on March 20. 

About 4,000 angry employees 
of seven state-owned factories in 
die south took to the streets of 
Aden Sunday to demand wages 
owed them since January. 

Similar protests sparked food- 
riots in the northern part of Ye- 
men last December in which 12 
people were killed, but the unrest 
did not spread to the south. 

The new crisis is ill-timed for 
the government which is prepar- 
ing for general elections in April, 
the first in Yemen since the north 
and the south merged in 1990. 

Government employees in 
southern Yemen, including the 
armed forces, police and 
teachers, say they have not been 
paid for three months because the 
central bank complains it has no 
cash. 

On Saturday, the Cooperative 
and Agricultural Credit Bank 
dosed its branch in the southern 
province of Abyan. saying it 
could not get cash from the cen- 
tral bank. 


Centra] Bank Deputy Gov- 
ernor Abdul Aziz Basudan told 
Reuters in Aden the bank’s 
branch had received money from 
Sanaa and would start paying 
wages soon. 

He refused to reveal the reason 
for the cash shortage. 

Residents reported daily 
queues formed by people strug- 
gling to withdraw their money 
from banks in many parts of 
southern Yemen. Many institu- 
tions were no longer depositing 
their daily earnings in banks for 
lack of confidence. 

The union statement blamed 
the crisis on the government and 
urged it to take quick measures to 
“curb the insane rise in prices, 
solve the public sector problem 
my providing cash to pay public 
sector employees including the 
armed forces and police." 

It also demanded action to deal 
with high unemployment. 

The statement said the crisis 
was partly due the government’s 
polity of centralising derisions in 
the north since the merger and 
the erosion of the powers of local 
authorities. 

The London-based Al Hayat 
newspaper Monday said mem- 
bers of the armed forces had 
recently issued an appeal to the 
government to pay their wages or 
face “dire consequences." 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the paper's report. 


Iran to turn mosques into makeshift cinemas 


By Mohammad Zargham 
Reuter 

NICOSIA — Iran, facing an 
acute shortage of movie 
houses and a huge public 
interest in illegal video films, 
is turning some of iis mos- 
ques into makeshift cinemas. 

Minister of Islamic Culture 
1 and Guidance Ali Larijani, 
quoted by Iranian Television, 
.said Saturday mosques can 
apply for permits to show 
authorised video films for the 
public from the start of the 
new Iranian year on Match 
21 . 

The measure, risking critic- 
ism by traditionalist clerics 
who frowned on previous 
schemes using Iran's esti- 
mated SO .000 mosques as 
centres for ration-card reg- 
istration or military recruit- 
ment. underlines the import- 
ance the government attaches 
to fighting what it terms a 
Western "cultural offensive.” 

Iran’s Islamic leaders have 


so far failed in their battle to 
lure back people from watch- 
ing what they consider as 
morally corrupting films on 
videotape. 

Western-made movies, 
music videos and pornog- 
raphic films are easily avail- 
able in Iran from under- 
ground rental networks. 

Owning a videocassette re- 
corder is illegal for private 
citizens but newspapers esti- 
mate households own up to 
two million sets in the coun- 
try of 60 million people. 

"Video has turned into one 
of the principal means of 
spreading decadence and 
moral corruption,” supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said in De- 
cember. 

He ordered cultural offi- 
cials to consider a long-term 
plan to “protect the people, 
especially the youth, from 
this all-threatening danger." 

The campaign has become 
more urgent with (he intro- 


duction of dish-antenna re- 
ceivers smuggled into Fran 
which provide unhindered ac- 
cess to a rising number of 
satellite television stations 
beaming un-Isiamic prog- 
rammes. 

Mr. Larijani said reproduc- 
tion, sale and rental of 
videotapes required a permit 
from a film review committee 
at bis ministry. 

The remark appeared to 
open tiie door to legalised 
video rental shops, although 
it did not make dear the 
crucial question whether the 
committee would use less 
stringent criteria in vetting 
films than those applied to 
the big screen. 

The bead of state televi- 
sion, Mohammad Hashemi, 
said last month the authority 
was considering plans to re- 
produce some of the films m 
its substantial archives on 
videotapes for rental. 

The number of cinemas in 
Iran has declined from 400 


before the 1979 Islamic re- 
volution to 270, officials say. 
Some were burned down dur- 
ing the revolution as symbols 
of corruption, others were 
lost to decay and bad man- 
agement. 

But now officials are turn- 
ing back to dnemas because 
it is a more controllable form 
of mass entertainment than 
videos or satellite television. 

“Movie bouses have be- 
come much more important 
than before because our peo- 
ple are no longer immune 
from the blight of satellites at 
borne," Hojjatoleslam Zam, 
the deric head of the artistic 
department of the Islamic 
Publicity Organisation, said 
in a speech quoted by 
Tehran’s film magazine. 

“The cinema would be 
their best haven, so increas- 
ing the number of movie 
houses must be considered a 
national strategy." be said. 

He said he bad submitted a 
plan to President Akbar 


Hashemi Rafsanjani for 
building 500 low-cost video 
movie houses around the 
country in five years using 
bank credits. 

Sex and most scenes of 
violence are banned from au- 
thorised movies in Iran. The 
Islamic dress code enforced 
for women in Iran in not 
applied as striedy in censor- 
ing foreign movies but many 
scenes which are not consi- 
dered sexually explicit in the 
West, like kissing, are also 
cut. 

This makes them unattrac- 
tive to many people, like 
much of the domestic televi- 
- sion production which is 
often dismissed as door and 
boring. 

. A cartoon in a recent issue 
of Iran's popular satirical 
weekly Gol Agha showed 
Mr. Hashemi of the state 
television hawking his wares 
at a video shop: “Blank tapes 
8.000 rials apiece, Iranian 
made television serials 4,000 
rials." 


One year on, 
no new clues 
in Israeli 
embassy 
bombing 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Though nearly one year after a 
carbomb razed the Israeli 
embassy and killed 29 people, 
no new clues have emerged as 
to who carried out the attack, 
bat the Argentine foreign 
minister said Sunday the inves- 
tigation would continue. 

Foreign Minister Guido di 
Telia, in response to a local 
newspaper’s report the sup- 
' rerne court was about to drop 
its investigation, said the case 
would not be closed. 

“The case will continue 
open because one can never 
rule out that new evidence will 
turn np," he told reporters at 
La Tablada cemetery. 

Mr. Di Telia arid Israeli 
Ambassador Yitzhak Shefei, 
speaking after a ceremony at a 
Jewish ceremony in memory of 
the victims of the March 17, 

Along with local Jewish 
community leaden and about 
500 people, they attended the 
ceremony to witness the un- 
veiling of a monument in 
memory of the fallen in the 
bombing attack. 

Another ceremony of re- 
membrance will be held 
Wednesday on the site where 
the Israel embassy once stood in an 
elegant neighbourhood in cen- 
tral Buenos Aires. 

In the investigation, worked 
on by specialists from seven 
different countries, it was disc- 
overed the bomb was placed in 
a pick-up truck parked right in 
front of the embassy just be- 
fore it blasted the building. 
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saying. 

“If those who are disrupting 
peace say they will no longer 
disrupt it.. .of course this is some- 
thing Turkey will not brush 
aside,” he told the daily. 

But be said there was no bard 
evidence that the PIOC was really 
abandoning its nine-year-old 
guerrilla war, in which about 


self when he speaks,” Ozal said. 

Mr. Ocalan has asked Turkish 
and Western journalists to meet 
him this week before the March 
21 start of Nowrouz, the Kurdish 
new year. Gashes over the Now- 
rouz period last year killed about 
100 people, most of them' civi- 
lians. 

Mr. Demirel said Mr. Ocalan 
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hardliners if he tried to move 


“First must come the appeal- towards a peaceful settlement. 
Then there should be signs — me ^ organisation, there wfll 

putting into practice of a ceasefire ^ who will not go along 

for example," he said. ...'.U Dnf it ic imnrtft, fit that 


Violence flared again in die 
southeast Sunday when PKK 
fighters ambushed a patrol in 
Mardm province, killing five sol- 
diers and wounding eight others, 
officials said Monday. 


with this. But it is important that 
this person l Ocalan) says Tm 
ending it’,” Huniyet quoted Mr. 
Demirel as saying. 

Huniyet said Mr. Ocalan’s 
brother Osman, Cemil Bayik, 


Word of a possible* change in chief of the PKK’s military wing, 
policy by PKK leader Abdullah and Semdin Sakik, said to com- 
Ocalan surfaced Saturday when mand about 1,000 guerrillas, 
Iraqi Kurdish officials said Patrio- might defy any call to lay down 
tic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) arms. 

leader Jalal Talabani had written Osman Ocalan heads some 
to Turkish leaders about his re- 1,400 PKK fighters in a remote 
cent talks with Mr. Ocalan. camp controlled by Iraqi Kurds in 
' Mr. Talabanfs letter said Mr. northern Iraq. 


Malta 

rejects U.S. 
criticism 

VALLETTA, Malta (AP) — Mal- 
ta has strongly rejected U.S. con- 
demnation of its releasing an 
Arab imprisoned for fatally 
shooting an American woman in 
a 1985 plane hijacking that re- 
sulted in 60 deaths. 

The government Friday 
“strongly and emphatically" re- 
jected “the contents and implica- 
tions" of a congressional subcom- 
mittee resolution that criticised 
the tiny Mediterranean island for 
the release of Mohammad Ali 
Rezaq. 

The panel said President Bill 
Clinton should review U.S. rela- 
tions with Malta. It said Mr. 
Rezaq, a Lebanese-born Palesti- 
nian, was to have been released* 
in 1996. 

The State Department also ex- 
pressed anger at Rezaq ’s release, 
saying Malta had failed to answer 
properly U.S. requests to keep 
him in jail or turn him over for 
trial in the United States. 

Rezaq received a 25 year sent-, 
ence for the Nov. 23, 1985, hi- 
jacking of an Egypt Air flight, 
which had been diverted to Mal- 
ta. Sixty people from 12 countries 
were killed in the hijacking and 
storming of the plane by Egyptian 
commandos. 

Rezaq was convicted of kiliing- 
Scarlett Rogenkamp of Ocean- 
ride, California, wbo, with four 
other passengeis, was shot in the 
head. Rezaq served seven years 
and flew to Ghana on Feb. 25. 

A resolution endorsed by the 
House foreign of Representatives 
Affairs Sub-Committee on inter- 
national security called Rezaq a 
suspected member of the Abu 
Nidal organisation. It said Malta 
had assured the United States in 
September that he would remain 
in prison until 1996, and that 
other countries had asked Malta 
to hold him. 

Malta said Rezaq benefited 
only from standard reductions for 
good behaviour and “certain 
amnesties of a general non- 
di scrim inatory nature." 


Babel says Mubarak 
repressing his people 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
newspaper said Monday Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak was 
waging a campaign of repression 
and ruling his country with an 
iron-fist. 

“President Hosni Mubarak has 
put the Egyptian people in the 
dock and his interior minister has 
declared an all-out confronta- 
tion,” said Babel, the newspaper 
published by President Saddam 
Hussein’s eldest son, in a front- 
page editorial. 

On Saturday, Babel urged 
Egyptians to overthrow Mr. 
Mubarak, hours after the arrival 
of Ik senior Egyptian diplomat in 
Baghdad to reopen the Egyptian 
mission. 

“For months Cairo has Hved in 
a state of constant military and 
security siege," Babel said. “Its 
quarters are subject to curfews, 
combing and search operations.” 

Baghdad newspapers sympath- 
ise with militants who want to 
overthrow Mr. Mubarak’s gov- 
ernment and set up an Islamic 
state. 

“Angry student demonstra- 
tions took place south of Cairo, 
denouncing the regime's oppres- 
sive measures and demanding an 
end to its arbitrary practices,” 
said the government newspaper 
Al Jumhouriyah Monday. 

Egyptian police arrested 58 
people at the weekend *ho took 
part in student protests. Security 
forces are on the alert for repris- 
als by Muslim fundamentalists 
crushed in raids last week which 
(tilled 23 people. 

Egypt was a pillar of the U.S.- 
led coalition that ejected Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in 1991. 

■ Cairo has said its diplomat is 
being sent to improve services to 
the 100,000 Egyptians in Iraq and 
there are no plans to raise the 
level of contacts with the govern- 
ment. 

Egyptian demonstrators threw 
stones at police Saturday and 
tried to bum the guesthouse of a 
Christian church in what began as 
protests against the punishment 


of a teacher and four girl student: 
for allegedly' playing anti- 
Christian tapes. 

As police in the town ol 
Qalyoub made their arrests, 
security forces throughout the 
country remained on alert. 

. Jt was Egypt's bloodiest, crack- 
down on Muslim militants for s 
decade. 

The unrest and violence ha* 
dealt a severe blow to tourisir 
and the government estimates the 
industry has lost $700 miilior 
because of the attacks. 

In Alexandria, Egypt's second 
biggest city, police said they hac 
stepped up undercover surveill- 
ance on areas known as miliian 
hide-outs — the sprawling shim 
on the edge of the Meditenanear 
port. 

In Upper Egypt, security 
sources said arrests of su specter 
militants continued daily. Cairo': 
state-owned newspapers sak 
police also carried out a series o 
raids in the capital. 

Residents in Qalyoub said tlu 
protests showed signs of being 
carefully planned. 

Organisers distributed leaflet 
calling for a demonstration las: 
Monday and then sent messen- 
gers round the town to postpotu 
it at the last minute when » 
became clear large numbers o 
police were ready and waiting. 

In an attempt to defuse in 
flamed feelings, Education Minis 
ter Hussein Kamel Bahaeddii 
reversed his earlier decision tr 
suspend the four girls. 

Officials expressed confidence 
after last week's police raids, 
which included a strike Tuesday 
on a mosque , that killed nine 
people, that & new policy ol 
showing no mercy to Muslin 
militants fighting the government 
would bear quick results. 

Militants have so far avoided 
open confrontation. When police 
ringed the mosque in the south- 
ern town of Aswan before 
prayers Friday, daring the mili- 
tants to strike back, no-one 
snowed up. 
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Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy and relatively 
cold and winds will be northerly mod- 
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Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
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EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Chril Defence Department 661111 

Gvfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Chil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police -... 192. 6211 1 1.637777 

fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pofice 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PbUk Scanty Department 630321 

Hold Complaints - 6G5S00 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman MumdpaHty 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) . — 121 

Overseas Calls 011X230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Rcpain .....661101 


Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 77411! 

Water Authority 680100 

Jortin EJeoritSry Authority ... 815615 
Etoiri c Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight information 08-53200 

Qdccs ASa Ind. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
Airilch Maternity, J. Amu,... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maicnwy 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbmasani 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital _ 845845 

At Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Itiunie, AbdaB 666127/37 

At-Ahii.AbdaS 664164/6 

ItaSan. Al-Mubajrccn ~ 777101/3 

Ai-Basbir.J. Ashrabch 775111/26 

Army. Marin 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 666100 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 


I bn Sum Hospital (09)986732 

Al HBnra Modem Hospital . — (09)990990 
HtBQ): 

Princes Basaa Hospital (02)275555 

Greek CathoBc Hospital (02)272275 

■ Dm Al Nates Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Hays Hospital (03)3141 11 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Righto 
(Terminal 1) 

tth Jakarta, Itak Lamport RJ) 

■MO Dhatea (RJ) 

■9:15 Aqabi (RJ| 

0M Masai. Aba Dhabi (RJ) 


Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

JM» Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

!5! ~ London (RJ) 

IMS Cairo (RJ) 

ItlO Toronto. MomnaJ(Rj) 

19 :V5 — ... Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

23*5 Damascus (SJ) 

Other Righto {Terminal 2) 

™ RomcfAZ) 

£2 Bemit(ME) 

23:59 - - Bucharest (RO) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Righto 

(Terminal 1) 

68:30 .... Amsterdam. 

Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

{!{§} Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12S ffli 

33 ".. Jeddah (RJ) 

2uS 

S3 "--f pfck. Putoi n 

JM0 Koala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ ) 

\ 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Larnaca. Vienna (OS) 

™ Dubai (AZ) 

Bucharest (RO) 

MARKET prices 

(JppcDTowcr price h, ms per kg. 

£*** 700/550 

S 8113118 700/700 

Banana (Mulummar) 640 / 640 

150/100 

^umbers (smalt) 300 / 200 

280/ IW 

y™P®hut 200 1 150 

Marrow (bqgc) 300/700 

Manwfeaaaj 440/350 

.... 100 

210/180 

■fiy 480/130 

yW- 800/600 

600 / 400 

22V 140 

120/60 




ome News 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Monday Foreign Office for Middle Eastern Affairs Michael 
meets with Assistant Under Secretary of the British Burton (second from right) (Petra photo.) 


Sharif Zeid discusses region 
with visiting British envoy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Monday received Assistant 
Under Secretary of rhe British 
Foreign Office for Middle East- 
ern Affairs Michael Burton and 
reviewed with him bilateral rela- 
tions. 

Sharif Zeid and Mr. Burton 
also reviewed the latest develop- 
ments in the region, including the 
Middle East peace process and 
the obstacles faring it. 

The role of Jordan and Britain 
in achieving a just and compre- 
hensive settlement based on the 
United Nations resolutions and 
principles of international legi- 
timacy was also reviewed. 

Both sides agreed that the ex- 
pellees crisis poses an obstacle to 
the peace process and empha- 


sised the need to solve it m line 
with U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 799. 

In a press statement following 
the meeting, Mr. Burton said his 
talks with Sharif Zeid and senior 
Jordanian officials were excel- 
lent. 

Such talks, he said, help the 
British government to better 
understand the Jordanian posi- 
tion towards all issues of interest 
to this region. 

He added that the positions of 
Jordan and Britian towards such 
topics are similar to a great 
extent. 

Mr. Burton voiced hope that 
end to the expellees crisis would 
be reached sson, saying that some 
progress has been made. 


He stressed Britain's support 
for U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 799 and called for its 
implementation. 

On the contacts which took 
place recently between the Brit- 
ish government and Palestinian 
officials, Mr. Burton said his gov- 
ernment feels that it was time to 
use its influence to convince all 
parties, including the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
to resume the Middle East peace 
talks. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Kamel Abu Jaber and Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Affaire 
Ibrahim Izzedine, as well as Brit- 
ish Ambassador to Jordan Patrick 
Eyers. 


An Islamist and a secularist 
debate the women’s rights issue 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

' Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Independent Islam- 

* ists and secularist activists were 

* unanimous Sunday over the need 
•’ to exert more efforts towards 

achieving soda! justice, and ex- 
-^prtfss^'-cdfHtaOfr- concern : -oyer- 

- the violation of women’s rights in 
the Arab countries; but they dif- 

* fered over the terms and means 

* to achieve this end. 

“Would religion be of any pro- 
r fit to our people if it failed to 
. achieve justice between them?”, 

- questioned Islamist Deputy Leith 
Shbeilat at a seminar held at the 

‘ University of Jordan, organised 
1 by Amnesty International — Jor- 
: dan brand 

r “If we forced a woman out (of 
her job) io replace her by a man, 

> it will not be considered as an 

- aggression upon humanity but an 

* aggression upon the divine power 
| (Allah) itself," he said. 

■ Jordanian researcher and wri- 
ter Suhair A1 Tal explained to the 
*■ audience, of which students com- 

* prised the majority, the different 
kinds of violations of women’s 

F ' rights in the country, concentrat- 

* ing mainly upon the effect of the 
traditional mentality on women, 

-■ propped up by “discriminating 
h laws." 

* “Over 60 per cent of the em- 
ployees at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion are women; however, the 
percentage of those (women) 
who attained senior posts does 
not exceed 12 per cent," Ms. AI 
Tal said. 

‘ “We (the society) prefer to 

* ignore these practices. Not only 
7 that, but we keep reiterating in- 
' stead, that there is no discrimina- 
’* tior. against women." 

r While Ms. AI Tal considered 
7 the need to abolish all kinds of 
discrimination against women as 
highly important — partially by 
raising public awareness and par- 

- tially by abiding by international 

- charters and agreements — De- 
puty Shbeilat viewed her point as 

" concentrating on a "specific 
issue" instead of working for “the 


genera] cause.” 

Mr. Shbeilat questioned: 
“Have we really come to the 
stage where human rights are 
protected to demand women’s 
rights?” “I don’t claim that 
women are not suppressed,” he 
continued. “However, we have to 
realise. that -alt the notions- and 
slogans promoted by the United 
Nations, that we innocently take 
as notions of liberty and freedom, 
are but mere tools used to serve 
their interests... and whoever de- 
viates from the planned path de- 
signed for him is going to be 
outcast." 

Rejecting what he termed as 
deceitful slogans, Mr. Shbeilat 
warned of double standards used 
by the West and the dangers that 
would befall under developed 
societies if they followed them. 
“One might say why don’t we 
accept the principles and slogans 
that correspond to our aspirations 
and ambitions... we say that we 
will accept them when they ori- 
ginate from a civilisation based 
upon humanitrian not discrimina- 
tory principles and have respect 
for the individual, reganlless of 
his colour, religion, race or sex.” 

Not only did Ms. AI Tal voice 
disapproval of Mr. Shbeilat’s in- 
terpretations of the human rights 
principles declared and promoted 
by the West, but so did some 
members of the audience. One 
participant accused Mr. Shbeilat 
of being "a rejectionist of human 
rights." 

“If I am not an advocate of 
human rights...?’ Mr. Shbeilat 
answered then paused dramati- 


cally as if to sav “then what am 
I." 

The Islamist deputy concen- 
trated mainly on the general in- 
justice in the underdeveloped 
countries which he maintained is 
based upon the “IMF (Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund) strategy . 
that is the- cause' f df the actual , 
misery.” 

He tried hard to avoid bringing 
up "the women’s issue" as being 
a separate class suffering from 
major oppression and whose 
basic rights are being violated. 

But Ms. AI Tal insisted that 
there is a need to tackle women's 
grievances in the Arab society 
since they are a major issue that 
people are generally trying to 
ignore. 

"Are we abiding by all of the 
alternatives offered by the West 
without examining them?" she 
asked. “I would not want to 
second what is being said in the 
West or in the East, but I just 
look around and see that there is 
a sharp discrimination between 
both .sexes, and that women are 
treated as second-class citizens in 
my society." 

Between supporters and 
opposere. the two activists were 
quick to point out at the end of 
the lecture that their main objec- 
tive is to eliminate all sorts of 
violations of human rights, but 
everyone in his/her own way. 

“The purpose of this lecture is 
not to insult each other, but to 
open space for dialogue and re- 
search to reach a solution that 
would be of benefit to all," Mr. 
Shbeilat concluded. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Scientific exhibition of projects designed by students at the 
Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST), includ- 
ing computers and computer programmes, .at JUST. 

☆ Exhibition entitled the Memory of Silk, displaying traditional 
Jordanian and Palestinian costumes, shawls, carpets, pottery 
copperware, from the Widad Kawar collection — at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King hosts titar for journalists, academicians 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Monday hosted an Iftar banquet in honour of 
journalists, artists, university presidents, 
academicians, and scientific societies. The banquet 
was attended bv Their Royal Highnesses Pnnce 
Faisal, Prince Xli and Prince Hamzeh, the King’s 
Military Secretary His Royal Highness Prince 
Talal Ben Mohammad. His Royal Highness Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad, Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. Royal Court Chief Khaled AI 
Karaki, Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, 
and the King’s Private Chamberlain Prince Ali 
Ben Nayef. The banquet was also attended by 
Higher "Education Minister Awad Khleifat, In- 
formation Minister Mahmoud AI Sharif and Minis- 
ter of Culture Mahmoud AI Samra. King Hussein 
and the guests performed AI Maghreb prayers 
together. 

Crown Prince condoles 
Khreisat family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 


Prince Hassan Monday delegated the governor of 
Balqa to convey his condolences to the Khreisat 
family on the death of Kayed Saleh Khreisat. 

Princess Alia inspects 
voluntary societies in Karak 

KARAK (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alia Bint A! Hussein, the Honorary President of 
the Rural Women Development and Rehabilita- 
tion Society, Monday inspected conditions of 
voluntary societies in the villages of Majarra. 
Taybeh and Irak in Karak governorate and was 
briefed about the services offered by these 
societies. Princess Alia met with heads of local 
councils who reviewed services needed, particular- 
ly in areas of maternal and child care. 

House unable to meet, lack of quorum 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment did not meet Monday as scheduled because 
of lack of quorum. Only 52 deputies were in 
attendance: two less than the legal quorum, 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 1993 * 


Queen inaugurates 
local costume exhibit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Monday inaugu- 
rated an exhibition of Jordanian 
and Palestinian costumes, from 
the collection of Mrs. Widad 
Kawar, at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

On display at "The Memory of 
Silk" exhibition are 30 Jordanian 
and Palestinian costumes as well 
as shawls, carpets, pottery and 
copperware. 

The Queen was received by 
Mr. Denis Bauchard, France's 


ambassador to Amman, Mr. Noel 
Farreliere, the director of the 
French Cultural Centre, and Mrs. 
Kawar. 


Accompanying Her Majesty 
were Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Ghida Tala! and Her High- 
ness Princess Wijdan Ali. 


Invited to the inauguration 
were various ambassadors and 
their spouses, as well as some 
heads of U.N. organisations and 
cultural centres. 


UNRWA funding gap 
could mean reduced 


services to refugees 


VIENNA (UNRWA) — UN- 
RWA may soon be forced to 
reduce its' services to Palestine 
refugees if we do not receive 
additional contributions to cover 
the projected 1993 budget de- 
ficit." Commissioner-General 
Iter Turkmen announced yester- 
day at an extraordinary meeting 
of the Agency’s Advisory Com- 
mission which met to discuss a 
funding appeal issued by UN- 
RWA on Feb. 25. 

During the meeting, the 
Commissioner-General empha- 
sised that UNRWA's financial 
crisis coincides with growing de- 
mands on agency services, par- 
ticularly in Lebanon and the occu- 
pied territory of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. “The increase in 
violence and rapidly worsening 
socio-economic conditions in the 
occupied territory are compar- 
ble to the initial period of the 
intifada, and consequently the 
need for UNRWA programmes is 
as great as ever.” Mr. Turkmen 
observed. 

fn Lebanon, where it is esti- 
mated that 60% of Palestinian 
families live below the poverty 
line. 30.000 refugees remain 
homeless after years of war. 

UNRWA faces a shortfall of 
some $28.5 million in its regular 
and emergency programmes 
which provide basic education, 
primary health care and relief and 
social services to cover 2.7 million 
Palestine refugees. 

The 10-member Advisory 
Commission supported 
Commissioner-General Turk- 
meiL’s appeal for.funds. . .... ._ 

"Chairman’, of ’"the ‘.Advisory 
Commission Ambassador Mareel 


Tremeau of France, stated that 
UNRWA was of particular im- 
portance to the United Nations 
system, and that the Palestine 
problem was not only a political 
problem but a human one as well. 

He expressed the hope that the 
shortfall could be reduced and 
emphasised the need to avoid 
carrying the deficit forward iitfo 
future years. 

Participants were cautious in 
their assessment of the prospects 
for obtaining additional contribu- 
tions in light of the financial 
circumstances faced by many 
countries. 

The Advisory Commission 
stressed the importance of UN- 
RWA's efforts to expand its 
donor base, particularly through 
the Commissioner-General's -re- 
cent visits to several Gulf coun- 
tries. whose combined contribu- 
tions currently account for about 
1.5% of the agency's total in- 
come. 

Arab members of the Advisory 
Commission cautioned against 
any reduction in services and 
encouraged the agency to place 
the problem of its deficit before 
the international community. 

The Commissioner-General 
explained that the 1993 funding 
gap was caused by factors beyond 
die agency's control, including a 
high rate of growth in the refugee 
population, reduced donor aid 
budgets, substantial losses to UN- 
RwA due to currency fluctua- 
tions, and a decline in donor 
interest in UNRWA’s emergency 
programmes in Lebanon and the 
occupied .territories, despite con- 
tinued ‘emergency conditions in 
these areas. 


Jordan celebrates 


Arab City Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Monday celebrated Arab O’ty 
Day, which was declared by the 
Organisation of Arab Cities 
(OAC). 

Greater Amman Mayor 
Mohammad Bashir Amin made a 
statement on the occasion, stres- 
sing Jordan's interest in protect- 
ing the environment, reclaiming 
land and expanding the area of 
green land. 

Mr. Bashir said Jordan's 
celebration of this occasion, 
under the theme “Development 
for Addressing Environmental 
and Construction Issues,” reflects 
its true belonging to the great 
Arab homeland, and embodies 
Jordan’s moral commitment to 
achieve the slogans raised.” 

He said Jordan announced in 
early 1992, its national strategy 
for the protection of the environ- 
ment and embarked on practic- 
al steps to implement it. 

Such steps, he said, include the 
introduction of environmental 


education in the education curri- 
cula, enacting a law on the pro- 
tection of the environment and 
land reform, provisions for prop- 
er sanitation, control of air and 
water pollution and urban de- 
velopment. 

Mr. Bashir maintained that 
Jordan made great efforts to pro- 
tect its natural environment, de- 
spite difficult circumstances. 

He said that although succes- 
sive wars in the region over the 
last four decades and the forcible 
massive emigration to Jordan as a 
result of the Gulf crisis have had 
direct negative consequences on 
the Kingdom, Jordan has been 
able to overcome the difficulties 
and obstacles facing its develop- 
ment efforts. 

To celebrate the occasion, the 
Greater Amman Municipality 
Monday mounted intensive 
clean-up campaigns in all areas 
and hoisted Jordanian flags and 
banners with words that highlight 
the importance of this event. 



Minister of Finance Basel Jardaneh (third from 
right) and U.S. Charge D’Affaires in Jordan 
Douglas Keene Monday sign, a $30 million loan 


agreement to help Jordan purchase Americ' 
wheat (Petra photo) e 


Jordan, U.S. sign $30m loan 
agreement to buy American whea 


i-f 


AMMAN (USIS) — A loan 
agreement for $30 million to help 
Jordan purchase about 20.000 
metric tonnes of wheat from pri- 
vate U.S. sources was signed 
yesterday by Minister of Finance 
Basel Jardaneh and U.S. Charge 
D'affaires in Jordan Douglas 
Keene. 

The soft financial loan is being 


provided by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. 


It is being extended at the soft 
interest rate of 2 per cent for the 
first seven years, and at 3 per cent 
thereafter. 


Re-payment will begin follow- 
ing a grace period of 7 years in 24 
annual instalments. 


The cash generated from t.- 
local sale of' the wheat will g 
deposited in an intercst-beuri - 
account in the Central Bank g 
Jordan (CBJ) and the incoi- 
generated will be spent on ag 
cultural development projed 
mutually agreed upon by the gie 
eminent of Jordan and the Ue 
Department of Agriculture, n 


Official News Agency, Petra 


renews English broadcasts * 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The official Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. Monday 
began regular transmissions of its 
reports in English cancelling daily 
English-language bulletins trans- 
mitted at fixed timings in the 
mornings and evenings. 

"We will be carrying important 
news items in English immediate- 
ly after they are transmitted in 
Arabic," said Ali Smadi. who 
works at the English-language 
department at Petra. 

Mr. Smadi said the service 
would focus on “significant de- 
velopments such as- visits arid 
•Salks pf delegations, the activities 
of His Majesty the King, agree- 
ments between Jordan and other 
countries and economic news 
items." 

He said the section was headed 
by Mohammad Injasat and had 
six editors and translators. 

The English-language trans- 
mission assumed an added im- 
portance during the Gulf crisis, 
when hundreds of foreign jour- 


nalists descended on Jordan to 
cover news from Iraq and one of 
their main sources was reports in 
the local Arabic-1 anguage news- 
papers. 

Petra is the only source for 
news related to official events 
such as meetings between high- 
level officials and visiting delega- 
tions and formal statements on 
Jordanian policy. 

In addition to such reports. 
Petra also used to translate most 
Arabic-language items in the loc- 
al papers into English and include 
them in its transmissions with 
attribution to the source. 

The new arrangement replaces 
the daily bulletins — copies of 
...one-Jaaur .transmissions, ia the 
morning and evening — which 
were mostly targeted at foreign 
diplomatic missions and some 
U.N. offices in Amman. 

Petra did not have a delivery 
service for the bulletins; in- 
terested parties could pick up a 
copy free of charge from the 
agency’s offices near the Fourth 
Circle. 

In addition, copies are also sent 


to the Jordan Informal! 
Bureau in Washinaon and U 
don. as well as the Kingdor 
embassies abroad. 


Over 16 Jordanian diploma 
missions abroad hove sat ell 
links with the Petra transmissic 
Jamil Nashash, an engineer 
the technical department of ? 
ra, said subscribers would have _ 
install a new connection a 1 " 
printer under the new arran ; 
ment since the frequency of I« 
glish transmission was different's 
that of Arabic. i t 


Under the earlier arrangeme ' 
subscribers with bilingual print® 
could receive the English nc T 


from the same machine if tf‘ 
switchover to English at the fi) a 
timings; 11 a.m. to noon am'- 
p.m. to to 9 p.m. in summer, r 
10 a.m. to 1 1 a.m. and 7 p.m. t° 
p.m. in winter. 11 

No detail was immediar" 
available of the commercial r 
ture of the new service ; 
whether Petra had enough pay*- 
subscribers to justify the ori 
involved. n 


Consulting engineering 


io 


to design 2 new generators 
for Aqaba Thermal Station 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) and a 
specialised international com- 
pany Monday signed an agree- 
ment for providing consulting en- 
gineering services to the second 
phase of expanding the Aqaba 
Thermal Station. 

Under the agreement, the com- 
pany, in cooperation with JEA, 
will prepare the necessary tech- 
nical designs of the project", tables 
of materials and their specifica- 
tions, as well as tender docu- 
ments. JEA sources said the 


second phase involves installing 
two new steam generators with a 
capacity of 130 megawatts each, 
thus bringing to 520 megawatts 
the overall generating capacity of 
the Aqaba Thermal Station. 

The expansion was considered 
necessary to cope with the in- 
creasing demand for electric pow- 
er by the industrial, agricultural, 
commercial and housing sectors, 
over and above the unnatural rise 
in temperatures which places a 
great burden on the electric pow- 
er supply JEA sources expected 


the maximum electric load to i! 
to 813 megawatts in 1996. 

The two new generating ui* 
will be operated by heavy f 1 
and cooled by sea-water, mak 
them cost-effective and turn 1 
them into a viable option. 1 
The expansion was approvci 
1985, but was postponed at 
time, pending the preparatior 
the necessary consulting servir 
Tenders for implementing * 
second phase of the Aqaba Tf 
mal Station will be floated 
1996. according to JEA offici 



A poster entitled “Finally Man Has Controlled 
Nature" drawn by Intilaq Mohammad Ali (Photo 
by Walter Rudel) 


A poster entitled "The World is Your Only Home 
... So Take Care Of It,” drawn by Bishara Najjar 
(Photo by Walter Rudel) 


Environmentalists to honour 
poster competition winners 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution will host 
a reception on March 21 to hon- 
our participants in a poster draw- 
ing competition announced in 
late 1992 to promote environ- 
mental awareness. 

A total of 30 participants took 


part in die competition, which 
was organised by the society in 
cooperation with the German 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation. 

The winners were Intilaq 
Mohammad Ali from Iraq, who 
won JD 150 and Bishara Najjar 
who won JD 100. 

The third prize was shared by 


Rana La ham and Jalal Ureiqat 
who won JD 50 each. 

TTie society will present prizes 
to the winners and meritorious 
awards to all participants. 

Winning entries will be printed 
in poster forms and will be used 
by the society for promoting en- 
vironmental awareness. 


UNDLR IML PAIRONAGE OF 
H. R. H. PRINCE RAAD ZEID 



THK AI 1USSHIN SOCIETY 
Imr The Rehabilitation ui The Mu sically Handicapped 
PRESENTS 



lNAI>UKTPL\NO RHt'ITAI. 

A I THK ROYAL CULTURAL ChNTRI; 

On Thursday IXihi.f March iWJal XTUp.sn. 

Tickets are J.D. 7 am/ arc oowavaihbh: at tl.t Royal Cuiimal Centre, Tei 661 IE6 1 
AI Hussein Society Tel: HI7AI3 J 
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Free the 'other’ half 

LAST WEEK'S world-wide commemoration of Inter- 
national Women’s Day has Ulicited only a few kind 
words in the newspapers but, unfortunately, no 
concrete action to improve the status of women. 
Efforts by individuals are by no means insignificant, if 
only as reminders of what has to be done, but they are 
ineffective. Tue truth that many should recognise 
before they undertake the task of promoting and 
advocating women's rights in the Kingdom is that 
women, contrary to common rhetoric, do not really 
make up half of the society. Until today and despite 
great strides by a few the role of women in society 
continues to be marginal. Women have been excluded, 
or have excluded themselves, from all forms of the 
decision-making process in the society. They do not 
decide for their small families, nor for their communi- 
ties nor for the country at large. Women are missing 
from every' single level of decision-making in the 
country. Jordan is run by men with very little regard 
Tor how the decisions that are being taken affect the 
other “half of society” whom men claim to recognise 
and respect. The legal system, more than any other 
party, has contributed to the institutionalisation of the 
mentality of the “women as half human beings.” 
“Women are being killed by their male relatives over 
the issue of 41 ‘honour'’ and magistrates commute 
sentences of the offenders accepting women’s “hon- 
our” as a reason for murder. This only deepens the 
concept that honour has only to do with the behaviour 
of women and not that of men who, being the 
aecision-makers, squander the wealth of the nation or 
iring it defeat. We cannot afford to go into the twenty 
ilrst century w hile our laws still allow a man to divorce 
lis wife on a whim while forcing her through a long 
md humiliating process before she can make a choice 
:o part from a man. The law on passports, for 
example, requires adult women to obtain the permis- 
sion of their fathers or husbands before they can 
receive what is their natural right as Jordanians, a 
iocumenl of citizenship. No one, therefore, can claim 
hat women make up half of society when we still have 
tii these backward and patriarchal laws of overblown 
SKie egos. Notwithstanding the fact that Jordan is one 
if the most advanced societies in the region, we cannot 
:kiim to be the guardians of human rights and 
rhsmpions of democracy in the region when half of the 
copulation continues to trail behind men who are too 
^secure to share. Before women are criticised for not 
::aving to ru-m their rights, the state should ensure 
pse rights exist in the country's legal system. Only 
hen will desperate women, who have been caught up 
a the triangle of “tradition”, “honour” and the 
‘gavel” be able to claim that they have the rights that 
hey want to exercise. 
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RAB1C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


■HE PROGRAMMED escalation against Iran and Sudan brings 
•nek to mind the fiery campaign which targetted Iraq and 
mobilised the Western public opinion against Baghdad in the days 
-lore die Gull v.,ir. At Ru'i Arahic daily said in an editorial. The 
icwspaper said that despite the fact that Iran aided with the 
J.S. -led alliance Juring the confrontation between Iraq and the 
.iliance led b> “the great .saian". and despite Iran’s participation 
i blockading Iraq and its refusal to return Iraqi civil and military 
ireraft sent to it during the war. the Westerners did not 
['predate Iran's role which enabled them to strike at Iraq and to 
ontinue their blockade imposed since the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2. 19911. The Western countries, it said, are now 
Ncalating their campaign against Iran because it is a Muslim 
ounlrv and because its citizens are Muslims and because it is 
iminc to control its capabilities and wealth. One of the most 
epeated charges by the West against Iran is that it hosts terrorist 
roups and supports terrorism, it added. Al Ra’i said such a 
barge does, not give any importance to Iran's role in weaving 
onspiracics against Iraq for Washington. London, Paris or the 
est of the malicious Western states. Iran, the newspaper 
onlinucd. is now required to realise that there is no way to 
on front this conspiracy and to abort it except by returning to 
which is the target of its enemies, and to return to the ranks 

* fo« Muslim nation, which is being described bv the West as 
rist. barbaric. !-.vkw.:id -.d terrorist r.rfl-n The only way for 

ran to do this is to tor kit the circle of conspiracy against Iraq and 
.i commit the Iranians to the teachings of Islam which prohibits 
bedding the blood of a Muslim by another Muslim, prevents a 
fuslim nation from staining other Muslims, and considers the 

• hole nation as one body, the newspaper said. The only way for 
run to come out of this stalemate is to meet with Baghdad on the 
asis of Islam and its teachings rather than the United Nations 
hartcr. 'Otherwise Iran is destined to be the target of a new racist 
Operation Desert Storm," the paper said. 

J Dustour Arabic daily dealt in its editorial with the Jordanian- 
■alcstinian i votings which were held in Amman in the past few 
ay's to coordinate the stands of both sides at the peace talks. The 
ewspaper said the talks had showed the closeness of relations 
e tween the political leaderships of the two peoples. It said the 
onti million of coordination between the two sides in the past has 
een an cle::>cm of strength for both sides in their "battle on the 
•ont of the peace process." especially that they are participating 
■» the peace talks in a joint delegation. Al Dusiour voiced its 
cmfofi over the close Jordanian -Palestinian relations and the 
onlinucd coordination between the two sides, but it expressed 
■•lief that the basis of coordination should be expanded to 
«■.: ■■ e Arab parties to the peace talks to strengthen their 
osition in the Arab-Israeli negotiations. 


The View From Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Cute old men in new political guises 


NOW THAT we have 15 “political parties” and several on the 
way, and as the autumn 1993 parliamentary elections seem certain 
to take place as scheduled, the domestic political scene in Jordan 
will become both more lively and more important. More lively 
because the “political parties" should generate a marketplace of 
ideas from which voters can choose, and more important because 
of the example of pluralism that Jordan may set for the rest of the 
Arab World. 

Many people in Jordan, justifiably pleased with themselves, 
have a tendency to exaggerate the nature and depth of our brand 
of democracy. We are not yet a pace-setting democracy. The facts 
are clear. We are in the very early stages of political liberalisation 
based on principles of democratic pluralism. Our intention and 
direction are impressive, but our performance is still in its very 
early days. 

The last three years have been relatively easy, but superficial. 
The balance sheet of our progress is positive in its overall 
qualitative direction, but inconsistent in its substance: we have a 
part-time Parliament that is partly manned by part-time parlia- 
mentarians elected by part of our population; and our “political 
parties” at this stage are little more than mini-patriarchies, 
regional sheikhdoms, tribal allegiances, and personality cults 
reconfigured for the new look of democratic pluralism. A good 
start, but only a start so far. 

Some of the new “political parties” may develop into genuine 
parties in time, sustained by collective commitments to ideologies 
and programmes, rather than allegiance to personalities or the 
promise of personal gain. Some parties will disappear or merge 
with others, and new ones will be born. 

Already we have fragmentation and realignments among some 
of the parties whose founders were upset with the way some party 
members were behaving. In one party, many of the original 
founders resigned en masse and may start another party; unhappy 
with the way things turned out when they found themselves 
outmanoeuvred by others in their own party, they took their ball 
and went home. 

As 1 said, these are early days. 

Some people may criticise this as childish and immature 
behaviour. 1 do not think so. In fact, it is absolutely consistent 
with the behaviour we would expect from a tribal, traditional, 
patriarchal, and andent Semitic political culture that is subjected 
to the alien stresses of formalised democratic pluralism. 

People changing from the old rules of governance and power to 
the new ones will not shed their old habits very easily. They will 
speak in the vocabulary of the new world and the modern age, but 
they will act according to their former ways. They will speak of 
the future, but act like the past. Whether in Chicago, Moscow or 
Amman, it is normal for the old men and the old rules to seek to 
preserve their hold on power by asserting themselves in a 
different guise. Most of our political parties in Jordan today fall 


into this category — and we should not expect anything very 
different for the time being. 

One of the most important things that should happen in the 
coming half a year, as the parties establish themselves and offer 
voters a range of ideological programmes and practical promises, 
is a redistribution of political allegiance among the electorate. 
The existing Parliament was elected when the Muslim Brother- 
hood and its independent Islamist colleagues were the only well 
organised political group that was allowed to function legally. The 
Islamists, therefore, have about 40 per cent of the seats in the 
present Lower House of Parliament; the big question in many 
people’s minds is whether or not they will increase this share in 
the 1993 elections. 

With the advent of pluralism and the establishment of other 
secular political parties, people wishing to express themselves 
politically now have options which they did not enjoy previously. 
Pan-Arab, leftist, pro-government, monarchist, tribal, and non- 
ideological technocratic parties should capture a significant chunk 
of the vote that Islamists won in the 1989 elections. 

“The last three years have been relatively easy, 
but superficial. The balance sheet of our progress 
is positive in its overall qualitative direction, but 
inconsistent in its substance ...” 

A key force that will come into play in domestic Jordanian 
politics this year is one that has been missing from the scene for 
about, oh, one thousand years: the principle of public accounta- 
bility. 

The parliamentarians now in’ power were voted in on a variety 
of slogans, programmes, and promises that appealed to the voters 
in the autumn of 1989, when Jordan faced a very different set of 
priorities from the one it does today. Now the MPs have to go 
back to their constituents and ask to be reelected. If things work 
as they shcfald, a whole series of forces in society should assess 
whether or not the MPs carried out the promises of autumn 1989. 
Ideally, these forces should include the voters, candidates 
challenging incumbents, the new political parties, the press, 
special interest groups (women, students, environmentalists, 
religious folk, etc.), professionals and intellectuals, business 
associations, men and women Qf culture and the arts, and virtually 
everyone else in society with the exception of the armed forces 
and the structures of die state (which are deemed outside the 
political arena). 

The voters are smart, and for the first time in a long time they 
are going to have the opportunity to exercise their political 
intelligence. They know what they want and need, and they also 
know a cheap politician when they run into one. 


The novelty of Jv "foe^votera !?Ue been 

those MPs who shall be J U “S accurate ]y reflected their 

SS needs Will be sent bae k to Parent 

on ^C,M 

« ^ organisation that they edited so 
well in 1989. , sliehtlv depending on a 

PoKtinl organi»tion 

Ifwareto make a viable transformation from a»aej of men 

into a society of men and women and laws, S d£nw ?r!d 
will be one of the first areas to look for signs of change ana 
progress. Unfortunately, the parties, as they are now defined are 
sucf freaks in our society that they may not prove the most 
appropriate vehicles for political transformation and 
I call them freaks because they arc essentially 
that have no ideological or procedural roots m our -and 

they are further encumbered by the strict constraints set by ^ the 
goremment. Some of them already suffer from their ratter ^funny 

birth at the hands of the Ministry of Intenor; ® l^thev S 
initially banned were subsequently approved when they made 
some superficial and probably meaningless changes m their 
constitutions, causing serious doubts about the nature and 

meaning of this transparent political game. . 

These are serious flaws in our democratism tion process, but they 
should not be exaggerated. The scope, intent and direction ot our 
political transformation remain valid, even relevant and impor- 
tant, in a regional context. , 

Unlike Egypt, Algeria, Sudan, Tunisia, Lebanon, and other 
grievous Arab lands, our democratisation and liberalisation 
endure, even though gradually, and they are unencumbered by 
heavy-handed militarism and violence, and are only slightly 
distorted by some of our tired old mid-century men. 

We have completed the easy part. Now we embark on foe more 
difficult triple challenge of attempting to institutionalise: a - 
pluralism, b - public participation, and, c - accountability, within a 
distinctly Jordanian/Arab/Islamic/Semitic context and in a man- 
ner that is credible to our people. . 

No Arab sodety has ever done this during this century — which 
makes our flaws seem manageable, our mini-patriarchies rather 
cute, our mid-centuiy hangover endurable, and our ambitions 
eminently sensible. 

.© RAMI G. KHOURI 


U.S. foreign policy 

Do Americans know what it is? 


By Walter R. Mears 

T7ie Associated Press 

WASHING-TON — For Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, blurred lines in 
foreign policy could create a mir- 
ror image of the troubles George 
Bush faced over a vague domestic 
programme. 

On problems at home, the 
Clinton message is drawn sharply 
and repeated regularly. Not so on 
matters abroad, although over- 
seas issues are high on his agen- 
da, and a summit is on his sche- 
dule. 

Mr. Bush concentrated on 
foreign policy, said he preferred 
it, and paid the penalty when he 
lost reelection in a campaign 
dominated by domestic economic- 
concerns. 

Mr. Clinton said he would keep 
a laser like focus on the economy, 
but would not ignore internation- 
al problems which, untended, 
could worsen and demand full 
time attention. 

He’s done both, but the kind of 
attention and explanation that 
can build policy support has been 
dedicated to his economic prog- 
ramme so his call for new high 
income and energy taxes is famil- 
iar at home: his guarded policy on 
the possible use of U.S. troops in 
an international force in Bosnia is 
not so widely understood. 

After conferring with French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
Tuesday. Mr. Clinton said he had 
“restated the position of the 
administration, which is now well 
known, in the public," on the 
possibility of sending U.S. troops 
to join an international force if 


there is a diplomatic settlement in 
what was Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Clinton said that position 
is that foe United States will not 
use troops in the civil conflict in 
Bosnia, but would be interested 
in joining a United Nations force 
to help guarantee a peace agree- 
ment if there is one. 

To gain support for a military 
mission as controversial as that 
surely would be. the administra- 
tion will need to convince Amer- 
icans that it is in the national 
interest, and that there’s a way 
out as well as compelling reason 
to go in. 

Candidate Clinton had said he 
would use air power against Ser- 
bian forces besieging Bosnian 
Muslims; as president his policy 
has been more cautious than that, 
but more assertive than that of 
the Bush administration. 

Mr. Clinton now is seeking to 
tighten the economic embargo 
against Serbia to inflict more of a 
price for Serb aggression. 

The United States is airdrop- 
ping food and medical supplies 
into eastern Bosnia, a humanita- 
rian effort that continues after 
initial mixed messages from the 
administration itself. 

Secretary of Defence Les 
Aspin had said the initial drops 
achieved a “symbolic goal” by 
showing the Serbs they should 
stop blocking U.N. relief con- 
voys. and the operation was being 
suspended.. A day later, Mr. 
Ginton said the air drops would 
continue as planned. Mr. Aspin 
said he’d been misunderstood. 

Mr. Ginton is working to gain 
support for his effort to increase 


U.S. and allied aid to Russia, 
saying it is essential to prevent 
economic and democratic re- 
forms there from foundering. He 
said the United States should be 
willing to spend a tiny fraction of 
what it cost for cold war defence 
in an effort to preserve democra- 
cy in a former Communist foe. 

The administration will seek 
about $700 million in technical 
assistance for Russia and other 
former Soviet republics, and in- 
crease from $417 millibn that was" in the 
budget. President Clinton also 
plans to recommend Russian debt 
relief and steps to make it easier 
for that government to borrow 
from international lending in- 
stitutions. 

Detailed proposals are due be- 
fore his scheduled summit meet- 
ing with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin in Vancouver, April 3 and- 
4 . Mr. 'Yeltsin is 
struggling to hold his powers and 
continue his market reforms; 

. Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said Thursday the adminis- 
tration will continue to support 
him, and hopes his position wiH 
be strengthened. 

But foreign aid always is a hard 
sell, doubly so as the administra- 
tion seeks tax increases and cuts 
in domestic spending. At a White 
.House- briefing on foreign poli- 
cy, a question made the connec- 
tion: 

Would new taxes go into in- 
creased aid? 

“No new taxes are being re- 
quested for assistance to Russia," 
the answer came. Even tbe ques- 
tion pointed up the problem. 


North Korean nuclear impasse 

A crisis in the making 


By Kelly Smith Tunney 

The Associated Press 
SEOUL — North Korea's sur- 
prise decision to withdraw from 
the nuclear control treaty, re- 
jecting nuclear inspections, may 
spin into a new crisis in the 
Koreas. 

It heightens suspicions from 
the international community that 
North Korea has a nuclear 
weapons programme and may 
already have material for a nuc- 
lear warhead, despite Pyon- 
gyang’s denials. 

The withdrawal is a major set- 
back in the painstaking process of 
gaining compliance with foe Nuc- 
lear Non Proliferation Treaty, as 
well as a defeat for moderates on 
both sides of the border who 
supported historic peace pacts. 

“This is a serious challenge. 
...It will have a grave impact on 
foe credibility of ail existing 
accords between South and North 
Korea," warned South Korean 
information minister Oh In 
Hwaii. 

Long-time observers see three 
possible explanations for North 
Korea's decision: It has a nudear 
weapons programme and doesn't 
want to show it, it is using foe 


threat of nuclear weapons to gain 
leverage in future negotiations, 
or it is trying to cover up internal 
problems. 

“Whatever the reason, this is a 
major setback for Korean rela- 
tions," said William J. Taylor, 
Jr., of foe Washington based 
Centre for Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies. 

Following foe required three 
month waiting period for tbe 
withdrawal to take effect. North 
Korea will no longer be obligated 
to inspections by the U.N. Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency. 

That means there would be no 
vehide to demand compliance for 
inspections or to resolve suspi- 
cions that an unpredictable Sta- 
linist nation with 1.1 million 
troops is developing a nudear 
arsenal. 

The jitters were palpable im- 
mediately in South Korea. 

The new South Korean govern- 
ment, which only this week made 
its first peace offerings to reopen 
dialogue, issued a statement late 
Friday warning North Korea it is 
folly prepared to deal with milit- 
ary provocations. 

"North Korea will be held sole- 
ly responsible for foe consequent 


rise in South-North tension and 
probable international sanc- 
tions," the information minister 
said after an emergency cabinet 
meeting. 

Tbe South had made resolution 
of nudear disputes the major 
condition for easing tensions with 
the North. 

Swedish Foreign Minister Mar- 
garefoa Af Ugglas, visiting Seoul, 
said foe South Korean offidals 
she spoke to Friday expressed 
“considerable concern and anxie- 
ty” over foe North Korean deci- 
sion. 

Further aggravating concerns 
was the timing, the new adminis- 
trations in Seoul and Washington 
had only just begun to folly re- 
view their joint strategic policies 
towards. North Korea. 

In addition, controversial U.S. 
South Korean war games which 
rad Thursday are under way in 
South Korea, and more than 1.5 
'million troops on both sides of 
the border are on full alert. 

The United States has de- 
ployed an intimidating array of 
weaponry for foe games, some 
of it for foe first time in Asia. 



Salvaging the peace process 

A responsibility for 



By Dr. As’ad Abdul Rahman 

LAST MONDAY' morning a dis- 
gruntled and totally disappointed 
Palestinian youth stabbed to 
death two Israelis and wounded 
eight others in a busy street of Tel 
Aviv. A state of pandemonium 
soon wrapped foe crowded Jew- 
ish city and mobs took to foe 
streets calling for vengeance and 
death to Arabs. The Gazan youth 
barely escaped death by the angry 
hooligans, as usually was foe 
case, with similar and previous 
incidents. 

Hysteric calls, especially 
among foe Ultra-Right and ex- 
tremely Fascist segments of 
Israeli society, urged Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to deport 
more Palestinians and to seal off 
completely the Israel of 1948 
from foe rest of the occupied 
territories, along the Green Line 
separating them! On Tuesday, 
the Gaza Strip was completely cut 
off from the rest of foe world. 
Barbaric and inhuman as this act 
may seem to Westerners, and 
despite the harsh punishment and 
pain it will no doubt bring with it. 
a state of euphoria and admira- 
tion were not bard to discern 
among the inhabitants of the 
occupied territories. 

According to human rights 
organisations, Israeli and various 
U.N. reports included, foe gov- 
ernment of Yitzhak Rabin sur- 
passed the notorious Likud gov- 
ernments in its atrocities against 
Palestinians- An increase of 20 
per cent in the acts of killings 
against Palestinians were noted in 
the first six months daring foe- 
“moderate” Rabin government 
as compared to the last six 
months of foe maximalist Likud 
government. 

The number of mortalities 
among Palestinian children also 
multiplied many fold. Human 
rights violations in the occupied 
territories, such as solitary deten- 
tion, torture, collective punish- 
ment. expulsion, and demolition 
of bouses by anti-tank rockets. 
becdSne widespread practices. 


What was really surprising is 
that such measures were met by 
almost complete approval by foe 
Israelis. We note here and with 
deep sorrow that well over 90 per 
cent of Israelis approved Rabin's 
government expulsion of the 400 
plus Palestinians to southern 
Lebanon. Such were foe ill feel- 
ings and practices against Arabs 
that when the disgruntled Gazan 
youth took to the street in a 
rampage of killings, his act — let 
us admit — echoed a sigh of relief 
and admiration that was easy to 
detect in the occupied territories 
and foe Arab World at large. 

How and when will this cycle of 
violence and counter violence 
end? 

To answer such a central ques- 
tion, a few facts must be noted. 
First, foe act of the totally disillu- 
sioned and disgruntled Gazan is 
not the first of its kind. Second, 
taking into consideration the 
Israelis’ present high level of hu- 
man rights abuses, it will prob- 
ably not be the last. Third, foe 
vicious circle of violence and 
counter violence will probably 
tend to divide the Palestinian/ 
Arab and Israeli/Zionist views 
even further. 

Fourth, foe continuation of foe 
status-quo will probably exacer- 
bate .foe situation even further. 
Fifth, such developments take 
place amidst foe dilemma of foe 
expellees which was close to 
being solved. Its solution would 
have no doubt helped smooth out 
yet another problem created by 
the intransigent position taken by 
foe Israeli delegation during the 
seventh and eighth rounds of 
t SSf- Sixth, the expulsion 
of foe 400 plus Palestinians and 
the international pressure it 
generated persuaded Israel that it 
bas to abide by the limits of its 
power. 

For the first time in its history, 
Israel is forced to implement a 
U.N resolution (799). albeit gra- 
dually and by installments. 

The reaction of foe Rabin gov- 
ernment to tbe Tel Aviv opera- 
tion was characterised by clear 


relative “moderation" — some 
thing not expected from this sanu 
Israeli government. Mr. Rabii 
himself, in an is n precede nte< 
moderate tone, declared that thi 
cut off of the Gaza Strip "will no 
last for long and will be over afte 
evaluating "foe security measure 
currently in force'’. 

The Israeli reaction is by fa 
less sanguine than the reaction a 
the same government after fo< 
assassination of Corporal Toleda 
no, when — among several othe 
harsh measures — 400 plu 
Palestinians were deported as ; 
punitive response. 

Seventh, both Mr. Rabin am 
Palestine Liberation Organisa 
tion (PLOj Chairman Yasse 
Arafat are in a tight position 
There are forces to their rigb 
that pose serious limitations t< 
their political manoeuverability 
Although Mr. Rabin is mor 
comfortably positioned to giv 
substantial land “concessions”, a 
such concessions will seem ii 
conformity with international la\ 
and various U.N. resolutions, th 
case with Chairman Arafat i 
quite the opposite. The latter ha 
already made major real conces 
sions. 

Eighth , it should be known tha 
foe closer the Rabin govemmet] 
adheres to the Biblical claims c 
foe Likud, the longer foe vidou 
circle of violence and counts 
violence will continue. Ninth, a 
increasing number of observei 
and political analysts believe tha 
if foe present opportunity to cor 
dude a peace treaty between th 
Arabs and Israelis is allowed I 
slip away, foe whole area wt 
wtness a surge of violence an 
(»unter violence on a scale neve 
known before. 

To avert this terrifying possibil 
tty. all parties concerned, and th 
international community — parti 
culariy. tbe USA and the £E< 
countries — shoulder special n 
spo risibility. 

Tbe writer, a member of th 
Palestine National Council, occa 
donally writes for the Jonta 
lanes 
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Clinton sees real chance for talks I Motorist kills two settlers in W. Bank 


' (Continued from page ]) 

Lebanon but the principle of no 
more expulsions must be clearly 
established. 7 

Other points under discussion 
are a promise to speed up the 
return of the exiles, agreement to 
allow the return of other Palesti- 
nians expelled since Isreal occu- 
pied the West Bank and Ga 2 a 
, .. Strip in 1967. and a set of mea- 
- sores a to ease restrictions on 
Palestinians living under occupa- 
tion. 

The six-point plan also seeks 
from the U.S. two statements of 
policy crucial to the Palestinians. 

One is an assurance that U.N. 
resolutions 242 and 338. which 
demand that Israel withdraw 
from the occupied territories in 
return for peace, cover East Jeru- 
salem. 

The other is a declaration that 
expulsions are illegal. 

In Marj Al Zohour. Lebanon. 
Palestinian expellees accused Mr. 
Clinton of supporting Israeli “ter- 
% rorist policies" but said he had no 
choice but to push Israel to take 
them all back immediately. 

Abdul Aziz Rantisi, leader of 
the 396 exiles, said Mr. Clinton 


was to try to help Mr. Rabin 
when they meet in Washington 
Monday. 

“Clinton will strive to save 
Rabin and pull him out of his 
predicament but he has no other 
way but to solve the (expellee) 
crisis." Dr. Rantisi said at their 
makeshift camp in South Leba- 
non. 

“They will try to think up a 
wayout of the dilemma which 
they fell into. We demand that 
America and Ginton implement 
U.N. Resolution 799.... so they 
do not lose their credibility." 

“Ginton totally backs up the 
terrorist policy followed by the 
Zionist government occupying 
Palestine,” said Dr. Rantisi, 
adding a U.S.-Israeii plan last 
month to take back immediately 
about 100 of the exiles was a bid 
to evade Resolution 799. 

“I stress to Ginton he has to 
understand that the U.S.-Israeli 
deal has been buried," added Dr. 
Rantisi. The exiles insist they will 
only go home together. 

An official Syrian newspaper 
said Sunday Mr. Christopher last 
month pledged to resolve the 
crisis before the resumption of 
peace talks. 


(Continued from page 1) 

mo Haber from New York, suf- 
fered wounds in the back and 
lung and was listed in moderate 
condition in a hospital in Afula. 

Haber immigrated to Israel a 
month ago, she added. 

The Palestinian knifer, in his 
early 20s, was beaten by Israeli 
bystanders, an eyewitness said. 

However, several Israelis in- 
cluding legislator Gonen Segev 
from the right-wing Tsomet Par- 
ty, rescued the assailant and 
turned him over to police. 

In the Golan Heights, an 
Israeli shot at two Arabs from the 
Druze religious sect, saying he 
thought they intended to attack 
him, police reports said. One of 
the men was seriously wounded 
but the second escaped injury. 

Police reports described the 
Israeli assailant as either drunk or 
deranged. 

Police Minister Moshe Shahal 
said he had feared just such inci- 
dents after Police Commissioner 
Yaacov Terner recommended 
that Israelis carry arms. Mr. 
Shahal said he worried “carrying 
arms would be translated into 


using them.” 

Meanwhile, a hardline Pales ti- 
- nian faction claimed Monday that 
its activists had kidnapped and 
killed an Israeli soldier near Tel 
Aviv last week. 

The Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine-General 
Command, (PFLP-GC) said in a 
statement that the attack was “in 
retaliation for Israeli crimes com- 
mitted daily against the Palesti- 
nian people.” 

It cited Israel's failure to re- 
patriate nearly 400 Palestinians 
expelled to Lebanon Dec. 17 as 
another motive and warned: 
“Our fighters are able to pene- 
trate deeply into the Zionist 
enemy.” 

The statement gave no details 
of the incident. But the PFLP-GC 
apparently was referring to 
Yehoshua Friedberg, a 24-year- 
old Israeli soldier who went mis- 
sing March 7. 

Friedberg's body was found 
Friday and the Israeli police said 
he had been shot at least three 
times and his gun was missing. 
But they did not link his murder 
to the escalating violence in the 
occupied territories. 


Somali peace conference launched 


(Continued from page I) 

mechanism by which peace, law 
and order, and public services can 
be provided." 

“We don Y think there is need 
for a transitional government,” 
he said in an inverview Sunday. 

Observers say Gen. Aideed, 
whose power base lies in the 
south, would see his power di- 
luted if he accepted a national 
administration. 

The United Nations and the 
countries that pledged $142 mil- 
lion over the weekend to help 
feed and rebuild Somalia this 
year have told the factions that 
aid and relief work might be cut if 
the talks fait. 

Gen. Aideed accused the U.S.- 
led intervention force Monday of 
going beyond its mandate and 
humiliating the Somali people. 

Gen. Aideed accused troops of 
the United Nations Task Force 
(UNITAF) of breaking into 
homes and ejecting the occupants 
on the excuse of looking for 
weapons. 

In a hard-hitting speech at the 
closed-door meeting, Gen. 
Aideed blamed the lack of a 
central government for what he 
called his country's humiliation. 


“Because of a lack of central 
government and because of the 
.chaotic conditions in the country. 
Gen. Aideed said the troops had to 
come but no-one sought the con- 
sent of the Somali people.” 
Mohammad Awale, one of Gen. 
Aideed's top aides, told Reuters. 

Gen. Aideed told conference 
delegates that the UNITAF force 
had been welcomed by the Soma- 
li people but had begun to lose 
popular support by their actions. 

“As a result of UNITAFs be- 
haviour, the attitude of the Soma- 
li people has gone from positive 
to negative," Mr. Awale quoted 
Gen. Aideed as saying. 

Gen. Aideed's comments re- 
flect a marked change of atmos- 
phere recently on the streets of 
the bombed-out capital Moga- 
dishu, culminating in an anti- 
American demonstration some 
three weeks ago during which 
several Somalis were shot dead. 

Gen. Aideed, whose bloody 
feud with Mr. AJi Mahdi wrecked 
the city and left thousands dead 
or maimed, called for regional 
administrations as a first step 
towards reconstituting a central 
government. 


Moroccan police chiefesentenced to death 


(Continued from page 1) 

failure to denounce a crime, were 
sentenced to 20- and 10-year pris- 
on terms, respectively. 

Thirteen others also received 
sentences in the scandaldudded 
“Tabetgate” by the country’s 
<* newspapers. 

The case came to light after 
iwo young girls who were victims 
of Mr. Tabet’s sexual exploits 
filed suit. 

The court awarded the 10 
women who eventully testified at 
the closed-door trial damages 
ranging from 30,000 to 150,000 
dirhams (about $3,270 to 
816,360). 

In their testimony, the women 
said they were taken to Mr. 
Taber’s apartment “by force, ruse 
or threat" and subjected to “the 
most atrocious sexual cruelty." 

Mr. Tabet claimed the women 
were all “consenting." 

The court differed after view- 
ing some of the cassettes. One 
lawyer for the plaintiffs reported- 
ly passed out while looking at one 
of the tapes and had to be taken 
to the hospital. 


Opposition newspaper took a 
broad view of "Tabetgate," 
saying it was more than an iso- 
lated case and underscored the 
need for administrative and penal 
reforms capable of better protect- 
ing the average citizen. The 
Socialist Union of Popular 
Forces, an opposition party, de- 
manded the creation of a commis- 
sion charged with "purifying the 
administration of the presence of 
depraved and corrupt elements" 
and the resignation of all those 
linked to the scandal. 

The dosed-door trial of Mr. 
Tabet and his accomplices lasted 
three weeks. The court sat at 
night after the start of the fasting 
month of Ramadan. 

Mr. Tabet told the court the 
women were mostly prostitutes or 
willing sex partners. He said he 
suffered from sexual obsessions 
and had had sex with more than 
1,600 women in three years. 

He denied using violence. 
Lawyers said videos screened in 
court showed him beating women 
and girls — including a mother, 
her daughter and a niece — while 
forcing them to have sex. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 

In addition. Mr. Najjab said in 
a statement faxed to the Jordan 
Times, Israel should also commit 
itself into implementing U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338, include Jerusalem in a 
Palestinian interim self- 
government arrangement propos- 
al and to respect the Geneva 
conventions related to treatment 
of the occupied by the occupier. 

Hamas approach to Gaza 

The Islamic group Hamas said 
Monday it had asked the PLO, its 
main rival in the Israeli-occupied 
territories, to discuss the future of 
the Gaza Strip if Israel withdrew. 

“We have called on the PLO in 
Tunis to convene an urgent meet- 
ing of all Palestinian factions to 
discuss a possible sudden un- 
ilateral withdrawal by the Jewish 
state,” said Ibrahim, spokesman 
for the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas). 

Mr. Ghosheh, who said a sud- 
den withdrawal could turn into “a 
poisoned gift,” from the Israelis, 


told Reuters the PLO had not 
responded to the offers of talks 
made last week. 

Palestinian groups fear recent 
statement by Israeli cabinet 
ministers could signal a sudden, 
imminent withdrawal which 
would plunge the teeming, im- 
poverished territory further into 
factional violence. 

Israeli Environment Minister 
Yossi Sarid said Sunday Israel 
should give up the strip, where 
about 3,000 Jewish settlers live 
among 800,000 Gazans, as soon 
as possible in the framework of 
an agreement with the PLO. 

Mr. Ghosheh warned that if 
Israel dealt only with the PLO it 
would ensure further bloodshed 
in a power struggle between the 
factions. 

“Any future administration of 
Gaza that excludes Hamas, Isla- 
mic Jihad and other Islamic 
groups would serve the occupier's 
aims of fueling inter-PaJestinian 
feuding." 

He said he believed a sudden 
withdrawal by the Israelis could 
be aimed at fostering internal 
strife to prove that the Palesti- 
nians could not govern them- 
selves. 


Iran said in sanction-busting trade 


(Continued from page 1) 


Tehran has also held onto more 
than 100 Iraqi military aircraft 
flown to Iran for safety during the 
1991 war. 

The travellers said the ex- 
change involves Iraqi-produced 
cement, fertilisers and dates 
while Iran is providing food, 
mainly wheat, flour, cooking oil 
and other commodities in short 
supply in Iraq because of the 
sanctions. 

The Iraqis are selling their 
goods at cut-price rates, often as 
much as 40 to 50 per cent below 
their market vaiue, the travellers 
reported. 

The sources said the Iraqis 


sometimes insist on being paid in 
cash rather than produce, indicat- 
ing that they are suffering a 
worsening shortage of hard cur- 
rency as the sanctions bite deep- 
er. 

The Iraqi government last 
month ordered an increase in 
food rations for its people, rang- 
ing from 12.5 per cent for flour to 
40 per cent for rice, apparently to 
stifle growing complaints about 
food shortages. 

Iraq has several cement factor- 
ies which produce more than the 
country needs, particularly since 
post -Gulf war reconstruction has 
slowed down. 


Serbs vow not to let aid into village 


(Continued from page 1) 


together in the snow, without any 
shelter, huddled around fires. 
Most have not earen for four to 
five days.” 

He said aid dropped by U.S. 
planes the past two weeks was 
“absolutely insufficient" for the 


town, which had swelled to a 
population of more than 60,000 
because of refugees. 

“A human stream runs to (the) 
mountains every night” to look 
for dropped aid. said Mr. Jolles. 
“But only the strongest ones set 
the food — certainly not the 
mothers and children who need it 


Queen says tourism should be used 
to promote human understanding 


By Monib Toukan 


BERLIN — IN a lengthy 
programme entitled "The 
Queen Who Broke The 
Embargo!" Deutsche Welle, 
with great success, depicted 
Jordan as a haven of democra- 
cy. tranquility and the cradle 
of history. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
on a lightening trip to Ger- 
many, addressed the Interna- 
tional Tourism Borse (ITB) in 
Berlin, emphasising that the 
Middle East “has been an 
international crossroads and a 
meeting point of humanity 
since the dawn of history!” 

“We crowned our meeting 
with the presence of Her 
Majesty, and we hope we will 
support her endeavours to 
achieve the goals of Jordan 
under the wise leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein,” 
commented German Federal 
Minister of Economics Gun- 
ter Rexpordt. 

In effect, the Queen told an 
audience of 5,000 people rep- 
resenting 167 countries, that 
in a context of peace and 
stability, tourism in the Mid- 
dle East “promises to expand 
briskly as it is a long-term 
growth market for the inter- 
national travel industry and 
an increasingly important 
source of jobs and income for 
the people of the region.” 

Queen Noor urged the us- 
age of tourism “to promote 
human understanding and 
tolerance worldwide." At the 
end of the speech. Queen 
Noor urged the participating 
travel professionals to “make 
the business of travel and 
tourism a bedrock of interna- 


tional understanding, toler- 
ance and peace." 

“She was fantastic,” com- 
mented Antonio Savignac, 
the secretary general of the 
World Tourism Organisation. 

“By her presence she has 
elevated al! countries on the 
touristic map. A great support 
to tourism,” he added. 

Later, Queen Noor addres- 
sed the Berlin branch of the 
Society for Foreign Policy. 
Speaking of the establishment 
of Israel in 194S and what has 
resulted in its wake. Her 
Majesty drew a correlation 
between Western Europe and 
the Arab World in the disper- 
sal of people, militarism, poli- 
tical tensions and economic 
stress. 

Throughout, Jordan 
reacted to the challenges “by 
focusing intensely on human 
development as the long-term 
antidote to our prevailing 
pressures,” she said, adding 
that Jordan developed a 
“more responsive political 
system based on the principles 
of democracy and universal 
human rights.” 

In her speech. Queen Noor 
was critical of the double stan- 
dards adopted by Western 
countries when dealing with 
democratic values. But in her 
closing remarks, the Queen 
called on all to "summon the 
will to work together for the 
noble values and the realistic 
human goals that we share," 
for they will be the legacy of 
future generations. 

During the flash visit to 
Berlin, as well as to Hannov- 
er, with several interviews and 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor: The Middle East has been a 
meeting point at humanity since the dawn at history. 


lectures. Her Majesty was 
accompanied by the Minister 
of Tourism Yanal Hikmat, 
Royal Jordanian President/ 
CEO Mohammad Jamal Bal- 
qez. Senator Laila Sharaf and 
Minister of Tourism Secretary 
General Nasri Attalah. 


was extremely demanding, 
the valuable successes 
achieved, warrant further 
appearances of this sort. 

As Die Welt commented, 
the visit "was timely, much 
needed and simply majestic.” 


Observers believe that The writer is the RJ vke- 

al though Her Majesty's trip president for public relations 


In South Africa 


Censor’s pen mightier than the word 


■ By. David Tucker 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — God fre- 
quently falls victim to the censor's 
pen in South Africa. 

But the F-word just as fre- 
quently escapes scrutiny because 
it's felt to be the way people 
speak these days. 

White women’s nipples too are 
acceptable fare for a nation 
where a few years ago the only 
bare breasts on show were those 
in "tribal events.” 

But pubic hair is still a problem 
because, in the words of Braam 
Coetzee. South Africa's director 
of publications, “it is a more 
sensitive area than bare nipples." 

“Bad language is more accept- 
able than blasphemy.” said Mr. 
Coetzee. who says most com- 
plaints he receives come from 
Christian fundamentalists. 

"We don't allow blasphemy or 
the vain use of the Lord’s name.” 
he said. "After all. 77 per cent of 
the population is Christian." 

"We are trying to strike a 
reasonable balance between what 
an ultra-conservative and an 
ultra-liberal person might think,” 
said Mr. Coetzee, overlord of a 


task force of censors drawn from 
ail sectors of South African 
society. 

Mr. Coetzee said a recent 
advertisement for people to work 
as part-time censors met with an 
overwhelming response trom 
citizens keen to carry out their 
civic duty. 

Prurience was not responsible 
for the avalanche of applications 
which were being carefully sifted, 
he said. 

Officials say the task force is 
open to and representative of all 
South Africa's diverse communi- 
ties. 

Actor Clint Eastwood's fre- 
quent use of the word "god- 
damned” in the recent screening 
of a Dirty Harry film met with the 
censor's displeasure recently but 
only "God" was cut. 

“If a criminal or a gangster was 
using swear words we would 
probably leave it if it was consi- 
dered necessary for the develop- 
ment of a plot or theme.” said 
Mr. Coetzee. 

"There has been a big increase 
in the F-word for instance, it has 
become more acceptable within 
societv. 


"It's an unfortunate fact that 
some people speak that way." 

“Mr. Coetzee said nudity too 
had to be considered in context. 

"There has been a considerable 
relaxation in public attitudes to' 
nudity here. We even have nude 
beaches and nudity is acceptable 
in films as long asits portrayal is 
not licentious." he said. 

There were more restrictions 
on magazines than films, he said. 
Bare nipples were acceptable in 
the printed medium but pudenda 
were not. 

Claudia Bossard. editor of 
South Africa's Penthouse maga- 
zine. mild by Western standards 
but at the cutting edge of soft 
porn here, said a lack of firm 
guidelines made life difficult. 

"We had an issue banned be- 
cause a model 'was looking in- 
vitingly at the cameruY'said Ms. 
Bossard. adding that the ban was 
revoked on appeal. 

"We find ourselves in the busi- 
ness of self-censorship, hut we 
push the parameters at times." 
she said, adding that her maga- 
zine had talked to church leaders 
worried that its contents might 
harm public morals. 


However, she said most people 
were not offended. 

"We get letters from people 
saying they prefei our girls semi- 
clothed. they don't want them 
totally naked." she said. 

Professor Svbnind Strauss of 
the mainstream Dutch Reformed 
Church said he would like to see 
Penthouse, bad language and 
screen nudity outlawed in South 
Africa. 

"There is no doubt South Afri- 
ca has become very permissive. 1 
am thankful that when I was a 
young man such things were not 
available.” said 45-vear-old 
Strauss. 

"We would like the govern- 
ment to be the moral guardian of 
the nation and because the au- 
thorities arc in the service of the 
Lord they are bound by his laws.” 
said the professor, whose group 
claims three million South Afri- 
cans as members. 

"Our advice to our members is 
not to look at these things and to 
obey the Lord's commandments 
...it's (he government's responsi- 
bility to protect us from some- 
thing like pornography.” 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SON5 
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The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
to Jordan 

1st Circle, JabalAnwan. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TOmawmg lnnra HnW* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

6:3G-Midnight 

Tel. 


CROWN INTLEST. B 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 
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☆ Kais Drydean. 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

* Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
8281 S3 


f CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
' specialities 
Open daily 12:00 -3:30 

p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight j 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional ^Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

six* 30 % larger 

* From mnlmrgm- 
BMHt t 20 x 30 cm 


Stuneisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823892 
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Taka away b avalHiMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
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rthwysuvcd 


•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 



House Rest au rant 

ft Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan, 
ft Special' Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

☆ Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:00-midnight 

Jabal Al Hussein, Ministry 
of Trade & Industry Road. 

TeL 667755 


AVIS 


699-420 




The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room_I 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAItOTEL 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P 0 Box 9403 - Fan 602434 
Tele*. 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Patrick McEnroe 
upsets Ivanisevic 

KEY BISCAYNE. Florida (R) — Patrick McEnroe, who frequently 
walks in the shadow of his superstar Brother John, pulled off 
Sunday's major upset at the S3 million Lipcon Championships with a 
6-3, 6-3 seccnd-rouncf win over sixth seed Goran Ivanisevic. 

Elsewhere, second-seeded Steffi Graf of Germany and fourth- 
seeded Jennifer Capriati of the United States waltzed through 
second-round matches on a blustery, chilly day. while tennis idol 
Jimmy COnnors stumbled in the first round. 

The second-ranked Graf easily dissected the S8th-ranked Chanda 
'Rubin of the United States 6-2, 6-1 in 45 minutes, sixth-ranked 
Capriati ' needed 55 minutes to defeat 6 3rd- ranked Lnes Gor- 
rochategui of Argentina 6-1, 6-0. 

Conditions were not ideal for Connors. The swirling wind didn't 
favour the 40-year-old American's style of play, giving little-known 
Swede David Engel a 6-3, 6-3 win and something to tell his future- 
children and grandchildren about. 

“I think he’s the greatest player of all time,” enthused the 
167th-ranked Engel. “I think it was an honour.” 

Second-seeded Pete Sampras posted a 6-3, 6-4 second-round win 
over fellow American Todd Martin. 

Ivanisevic went out against McEnroe knowing he is struggling 
these days. 

The sixth-ranked Croatian, a player with immense talent but 
questionable mental fortitude at times, is not in peak physical form 
— a result of a stress fracture in his right foot that forced him to 
withdraw from January's Australian Open. He didn't play again until 
Rotterdam three weeks ago. 

“I'm really struggling very badly,” admitted Ivanisevic, a 1991 
‘ Wimbledon finalist. “I have to beat somebody. It doesn’t' - matter 
• who, just anybody.” 

McEnroe ranked 180th, was not interested in being Ivanisevic's 
1 sacrificial lamb. Ranked 31st in October 1991, McEnroe, a noted 
doubles competitor, is looking to ressurect bis singles career. 

*Tm certainly happy to get a win like that,” said McEnroe. “I 
know Goran’s not at his best, but I certainly believe 1 had something ' 
to do with that.” 



Even with seasoned stars tike James Worthy (right) playing, the 
! Lasers lost 117-107 to the Atlanta Hawks 


Pistons beat Bulls, 
Charlotte win in Boston 


DETROIT (R) — Michael Jor- 
dan is usually the star of any show 
he appears in but Sunday was 
definitely Joe Dumars day in 
Detroit. 

Dumars scored 27 points, in- 
cluding the 10,000th of his career, 
and his Pistons held Jordan score- 
less for the bst nine minutes of 
the game as Detroit beat the 
Chicago Bulls 10, 99 to snap a 
five-game losing streak. 

Alvin Robertson made a jumpi- 
shot and free throw in the final 
2:44 for Detroit while Jordan and 
Sottie Pippen missed jumpers in 
the final 40 seconds that could 
have given the Bulls the lead. 

In Boston, Alonzo Mourning 
had 25 points and 1 1 rebounds to 
lead the Charlotte Hornets to 
their first-ever win at the Boston 
Garden, a 96-93 triumph over the 
Celtics. 

Robert Parish had 21 points 
and 13 rebounds and Kevin Gam- 
ble scored 20 for the Celtics, who 
have lost two in a row after 
winning seven of their previous 


eight. 

Muggsy Bogues had 14 points, : 
10 assists and six of Charlotte's 14 
steals. 

in New York, John Starks had 
31 points and 10 assists and Pat- 
Tick Ewing netted 29 as the Kinds 
extended their winning strfcak to 
six games with a 121-90 victory 
over the Indiana Pacers. 

In Orlando, Shawn Kemp had 
27 points and 12 rebounds as the 
Seattle Supersonics salvaged the 
finale of their five-game road trip 
with a 105-97 victory over the 
Magic. 

Shaquiile O'Neal scored 29 
points for the Magic, who lost for 
the fifth time in their last seven games. 
Nick Anderson added 26 for 
Orlando. 

At Minnesota, Ron Harper 
scored 25 points and Stanley 
Roberts added 20 as the Los 
Angeles Clippers continued their 
dominance over the Timber- 
wolves with a 124-107 victory in 
the second game of their home- 
and-homc series. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WTTN OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAN HtnSCH 

C- 1 B 92 Trffiun« Maon Smm. me. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Tell partner of your good, bal an c e d 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AJ63 "109&4 vAJ *664 

The bidding baa proceeded: 

South Weal North East 

Tasa Paw 1 0 Pass 

, 7 Pass Pan Dbl 

*> 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have to tell partner that, 
even if be has opened light in third 
seat, the hand belongs to you. The 
only way to convey that informa- 
tion is for you to redouble. You have 
safety because partner would not 
have passed your response without 
at least three-card heart support. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bald: 

*73 CKQJ106G2 0A8 *J6 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 7 Pass 1 * Pass 

? 

What do you bid non? 

A. — You nave s very fine heart suit 
and a bond rich in playing tricks, 
bat tbe fact you don't bold a single - 
ton anywhere shou ' temper your 
optimism. A rebid o. wo hearts is 
quite ample for the moment 

Q.3 — South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

«KJ6 TQJIO 6AQ843 +94 
Hie bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 + Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. Sims* it's most unlikely that 

yea have an eight-card major-suit 
fit. there’s no point to responding 
one diamond now— your most 
probable game is three no trump. 


hand by jumping to two no trump. 
Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*762 ?AQ8 096 +AQJ93 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass I * Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— We freely raise responder’s 
major suit with three-card support, 
but not when we have a good five- 
card minor and three low cards in 
partner's suit. Rebid two dubs. 

Q-5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*48762 *vJ 0KQ8 +A1073 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North Em t South West 

10 4 <? ? 

What action do you take? 

A.- — Preempts are designed to 

make life miserable for the oppo- 
nents, and this one has succeeded 
ad mi rably. We are going to bid four 
spades, knowing fiifl well that, if the 
opponents do not double, we could 
end up in a completely untenable 
contract Naturally, if doubled we 
will beat a hasty retreat to five 
diamonds. 

Q.6— -Aa South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

972 9A6 OKI 086 4AJ632 
What is your opeStng bid? 

A.— -If you start with one dob, you 
have no good rebid should partner 
bid one heart. In accordance with 
the Principle of Preparedness, we 
would opes one diamond, intending 
to rebid two dubs over a response of 
one heart. 
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Prost wins S. African GP, 
faces decisive week 



Frenchman Alain Prost at Sunday's South African Formula One 
Grand Prix (AFP photo) 


KYALAMI, South Africa (R) — 
Frenchman Alain Prost made a 
victorious return to Formula One 
Sunday in an incident-filled South 
African Grand Prix on his first 
outing . with his new Williams 
team.' 

In a race which ended in chaos 
with thunder, lightning and heavy 
rain, prost cruised home one mi- 
nute and 19 seconds ahead of his 
nearest rival Brazilian Ayrton 
Senna in a McLaren. 

Prost, a convincing victor for 
Williams, returns to France this 
week for a hearing which could 
decide his and tbe Formula One 
World Championship’s future. 

The 38-year-old Frenchman 
will face the International Motor 
Sports Federation’s (FISA) 
World Council in Paris on Thurs- 
day to counter charges that he 
brought the sport into disrepute 
with alleged criticism of the FISA 
leadership in a French magazine 
this year. 

If Prost, who plans to play a 
tape of the original interview he 
gave to the Auto Plus magazine, 
is found guilty and suspended, he 
■may. as he threatened Saturday 
evening, quit the sport. 

That would leave his superb 
South African exhibition behind 
as his racing epitaph. 

If that happened, it would 
almost certainly make this year’s 
title race invitingly open for Sen- 
na, who finished second to Prost 
in Sunday's stirring race in his 
McLaren, assuming the Brazilian 
decides to race on. 

But the question which gripped 
the imagination in the KyaJami 
paddock was which team will 
Senna drive with for the rest of 


the year? 

On Sunday, Senna was taking 
part with only a one-race agree- 
ment with the McLaren team. 
And although he has made it 
dear he hopes to challenge for 
the championship in the new 
McLaren MP4/8, he might find 
the temptation of a possible drive 
as Prost ’s replacement at Wil- 
liams inesistable. 

All these possibilities fuelled a 
lively rumour mill even before 
Sunday's race, which ended in a 
thunderstorm with only seven 
cars classified as finishers. 

Prost, back after a year's sab- 
batical, drove with all his old 
authority to improve his record 
career total of Grand Prix wins to 
45. 

Senna, for all his commitment 


and bravery, was unable to com- 
pete with Prost and after the race 
blamed an electronic failure in bis 
car's active suspension system for 
rendering it ‘‘und liveable” as he 
coasted into second position. 

‘T felt that maybe we could 
have done something amazing 
today,” said Senna. “But in the . 
end the care gave up on me. Still, 
in the circumstances, it was great 
for us.” 

Senna gave no hint about his 
future, but the presence of his 
personal financial manager and 
accountant at the circa it through- 
out the weekend suggested he 
was involved in serious negotia- 
tions with McLaren. 

For the immediate future of 
Formula One, it is vital that both 
Prost and Senna are retained by 


Williams and McLaren if the 
Grand Prix series is to survive the 
challenge if faces from Indycar 
Racing following Briton Nigel 
Mansell's move to the American 
series. 

Mansell, the 1992 FI world 
champion, makes bis first racing 
appearance for the Newman- 
Haas Indycar team next Sunday 
in Ao&ralia. 

Prost and Senna dominated the 
South African Grand Prix 
weekend from start to finish and 
left many of their emerging rivals 
in the' shade. 

Both Benettons were forced to 
retire — German Michael Schu- 
macher after an unwise attempt 
to find a way past Senna on the 
inside — and both the newcomers 
at Williams and McLaren failed 
to complete the distance in their 
first Grand Prix with the teams. 

Briton Damon Hill’s debut for 
Williams ended after only 16 laps 
when he was in a collision with 
Italian Alessandro Zanardj’s 
Lotus while American Michael 
Andretti lasted only four laps 
before a brush with Briton Derek 
Warwick’s footwork tore off his 
right front wheel. 

Of the rest, Ferrari showed 
some improvement over the 
weekend with their new active 
F93A car, but Ligier and new 
swiss Sauber team were the most 
impressive. 

Ligier, using ex-Williams auto- 
matic transmission and Renault 
engines, scored their best result 
for many years with Briton Mark 
'Blundell finishing third. Two 
places ahead of Finn JJ Lehto 
who marked his first race with 
Sauber by finishing fifth. 


Horse Racing 


Cherrykino 
bids to 

emulate Arkle 

LONDON (R) — Thirty years 
after Arkle first made his name at 
Cheltenham, the horse’s great- 
nephew lines up in this week’s 
Gold Cup with decent prospects 
of emulating jump racing's 
greatest star. 

Cherrykino is rated a 14-1 
chance with French champion 
- The- Fellow, short-head runner- 
up- for the last two years,' 7-4 
favourite to make it third time 
lucky fa Thursday’s great race. 

like Arkle, Cherrykino is own- 
ed by the Duchess of Westmins- 
ter and will carry the same yellow 
and black hooped colours sported 
when Arkle won his three gold 
cups in the mid 1960s. 

The best of Arkle’s surviving 
relatives, Cherrykino is unproven 
in the top bracket but goes into 
battle with the most impressive 
string of form — six wins in 
succession and unbeaten for a 
year. 

The duchess also won the Gold 
Cup with Irish-trained Ten Up in 
1975 and the 1985 Grand Nation- 
al with Last Suspect, ridden by 
Hywel Davies. 



Chill reminder of athletics 
ills at Skydome 


TORONTO (R) — It should 
have been a cosy party, a celebra- 
tion of athletics to warm the spirit 
at winter’s end. 

Instead, the World Indoor 
Championships provided a cold 
reminder of some of the ills 
troubling the sport. 

The life of the party was mis- 
sing as many of the greatest stars 
stayed home, feeling neither the 
pull of prestige nor the lure of- 
profit sufficient to draw them into 
tbe cavernous Skydome. 

Without such luminaries as 
Sergei Bubka, Carl Lewis, Linford 
Christie, Mike Powell, Jackie 
Joyner Kersee, Heike Drechsler, ‘ 
Noureddine Morceli and Merlene 
Ottey, the three-day cham- 
pionships looked lost in the 
55, 000-capacity domed stadium 
against a backdrop of empty blue 
seats. 

Some athletes blamed late 
withdrawals on injury or illness, 
though a lack of prize money was 
an equally plausible diagnosis. 
Others were more frank. 

“It is not important.” said 
1,500 metres world record bolder 
Morceli before last month's 
Grand Prix finals in New York - * 



Carl Lewis 

when asked why he was not 
attending. 

One notable last-minute abs- 
ence was due to an all-too famil- 
iar reason. Russian worid record 
setting hurdler Lyudmila 
Narozhtienko was withdrawn on 
the opening day over a positive 
doping test taken just weeks be- 


fore she twice lowered the indoor 
standard for the 60-metre hurdles 
in Seville. 

But as Narozhilenko was leav- 
ing. Butch Reynolds was arriving 
back on tbe international scene 
after a two and a half year exile 1 
over a disputed doping suspen-' 
son. 

Reynolds, who won a $27.3 
million lawsuit against tbe Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration in a U.S. court last De- 
cember, triumphed this time on 
the track as he seized the gold in 
the 400 metres. 

“This was vindication, it’s not 
any normal gold medal for me," 
the 28-year-old American world 
record holder said. 

Claiming gold after surviving 
suspensions was all the rage in 
Toronto as four other titles were 
also won by once punished 
athletes including both hurdle 
champions, Canadian Mark 
McKoy and Julie Baumann now 
of Switzerland. 

The level of competition at the 
championships was uneven, but - 
two world records were set on the 
final day. 


YES, MA‘AM..MYHEAD 50RT 
OF HURTS...I THINK MAYBE I; 
HAVE THE 60LLY0J0PPER5... 




NO, MAAM..TME AVERAGE 
FLU SHOT HAS NO EFFECT 
ON THE G0LLYW0PPER5 . 

hr 




Andy Capp 



WHERE DOVOU 
WflKTTWe — 
BOOVSENT-V] 
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FORECAST TOR TUESDAY MARCH tt. X»3 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter roundel, oof 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Get 
rid of all those chores that have to 
do with home, family, property 
and possessors. Listen to what kin 
suggests and go along with their 
ideas where possible, to build a 
better future foundation. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Put 
some attention on improving your 
holdings by your own personal 
attention, then you will be able to 
discuss practical aspects of your 
future with money experts. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

You can consider all aspects of 
your personal aims and wishes 
today and make some real 
advancement in starting action to 
make diem a pan of your life. 

GEMINI: fMav 21 to June 21) You 
can delight in ammgng afl the various 
factors of any plan of action later 
to be brought into the open to gain 
your own ambitions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Seek out acquaintances 
with similar desires to your own 
and find out and devise a plan 
whereby you can work together in 
more harmonious harness. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
when those vzry civic and credit 
conditions requiring your attention 
can be put into motion so you get' 
them out of the way. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about those persons you 


have recently met who can be thj, 
means bv which you gam helpj^ 
a better awareness of your chanc- 
ier, growth. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
22) You have a gooa chance trod 
day to find the best way* “J 
means for adding to yourassets by 
consulting with those who are e*-, 
perienced in such. "W 

SCORPIO: (October 23 toN^em^ 
ber 21) Matters come to light ra* 
you today that require a consider- 
able amount of thought and they 
. are apt to be of a worldly and fl 

public nature, , - 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 Jo 
December 21) This is a day to get 
at all of those practical concerns 
that are difficult to gel in their ngm 
niche during the busy days that are 
ahead. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 td 
January 20) Whatever hobbies that 
appeal to you the most con be 
perfected now so that it can bo 
used in the future to bring you a 
considerable amount of pleasure. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) On this day do what you 
have put off in getting your dwell- 
ing place in the pink of condition 
and that applies to painting article^ 
as well. : 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Communications to and front 
others should be confined to tho 
gist of whatever earthy interests 
exist and arrive at sensible, com-* 
mon sense solutions. > 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



‘It’s 11:59 PM and you haven’t 
complimented me yet today. 
Time’s running out!” 


i! 


I I 

» I 


Unscramble these Jour Jumbles, 
ana tatter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
» — by Henri Arnold ' 
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p 

LEI 

EX1 

1 
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c 

□ 





PEALL 


H 

□ 
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•DRU 

itsy 


’JZ 

IC 
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CRADOC 


— r-s 

L_^ ^ 
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SOMETHIN© EVERY 
MENU IS FULL OF, 
BUT WHICH YOU 
NEVER ORVER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: (.XXX I XT I 1 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ELfiiTE OWING RAGLAN CORNER 
Answer The dealer in "hot tea” ended up in this — 
THIS COOLER 


; i 


THE Daily Crossword by jama* Bar** 


ACROSS 
ISalfing ship 
5 Area 

10 cry 

14 Thaater award 

15 Muscular fellow 

16 Wngfflw parts 

17 Noted fighter 

20 Not moving: 
abbr. 

21 Troubles 

22 " — tale told by 
an idiot..." 

23 Spleen 

24 A dance 

28 Put on record 

29 Right of way 

33 Exhaust 

34 Alma- 

35 Summer sign 

36 Something 
sweet 

40 Id- 

41 — and penates 

42 Share 

43 Animal pelt of a 
kind 

45 Meager 
<7 o'clock 
scholar" 

43 Toms to the 
right 

48 in the sky 

52 Lacerate 

53 Standard 
68 Dieting aid 
50 Cassini of 

fashion 

61 Subside 

62 OT bex* 

83 Take off 

64 Sant a telegram 
to 

te Deeply moved 

DOWN 

1 Supervisor 

2 Touch on 

3 Latvian port 
4-Parrw 

5 Piercing 

6 Norman 
Vincent— 

7 Actress Inrfng at 

3 San Diego’s 
•State: abbr. 



e, i?2.2! Bu 5* Senutre. me. 


9 Dtr. letters 

10 Smea (owl 

11 Jal — 

12 Conflicts 

13 Mother of 
Castor and 
Poflux 

IS Sore 
19 Cergo ships 

23 City on the 

Rhine 

24 Detests 

25 Previously 
owned 

26 Moves sktwty 

27 ScaixBnavtan 

28 Roper’s rope 

29 Consumed 

30 English 
composer 

31 Comes toward 
32Sacfter — 

34 CBL county 

37 Long overcoat 

38 Bed pigment 


nMniii urinri it? 
niiorj nniiFi'-nr 
linnn no""” Ssl 

n 



45 in a chair 

46 Beautiful girl 

48 "Beau — " 

49 On 


■ gag s, iSST"* 

44 Meaeal washing 52 Ski lift 


® 5*9 eat 

Surmounting 

57 Saying 


supra 


59 Sticky 
stun 
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Greece to intensify 
tax evasion fight 
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ATHENS (R) — Greece’s con- 
servative government will inten- 
sify its fight against rampant tax 
, evasion, speed its privatisation 
programme and complete the li- 
' vtidation of problem state com- 
panies in 1993, the economy 
ministry has said. 

,In its regular six-m.onth re- 
port, it said Greece would stick to 
a strict incomes policy and an 
“Intensely anti-inflationary” 
Monetary and exchange rate poli- 
cy as well as keeping up efforts to 
achieve fiscal adjustments. 

The report, covering the final 
six months of 1992. predicted 
Greece's real gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) would grow by 
around two per cent in 1993. 
compared to 1.5 per cent in 1992. 

It said European Community 


(EC) funds would ensure 
Greece's real public investment 
would increase significantly in 
1993, by up to 10.9 per cent. 

Greece's high interest rates, 
around 24.75 per cent for the 
banks' best customers, plus an 
extra eight per cent government 
tax, would “soften” after the first 
six months on 1993, it said. 

It said there would be no real 
rise in public sector pay, noting 
salaries and pensions together 
would increase by only 9.1 per 
cent in 1993. 

The ministry has targened con- 
sumer price inflation, now 
around 14.5 per cent annually, to 
fall below 10 per cent by the end 
of 1993 — the first single digit 
inflation figure in 20 years. 


Jordan Times 

in co-opera cion with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U-S. Dollar In International Markets 


Financial 

Markets 
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Currency 

Neui Vo*k 

WO-JC 

12/5/93 

Tobsfo 

CtO&2 

75/3/93 

Sterling Pound 

1.4324 

J .4330 

Deutsche Murk 

1.tt50 

1.6372 

Swiss Franc 

1.5200 

1.5236 

French Franc 

5.6560 

5.6646 ’* 

Japanese Yen 

116.07 

MS. IS 

European Curreny Unit 

1.1 648 

1.1636 ” 


cstt h*» sn; 

Kump ra OpcniaE w H:M lb. CMT 

Eurocurrency Interest Bates 


1 5/3/ 1 993 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

li.S. Dollar 

3.16 

3.16 

'3.25 

3.56 

Sterling Pound 

5.SE 

5 .66 

5.5P 

5.5 0 

Deutsche Mark 


7. SI 

7.37 

6.69 

Swiss Franc 

5.00 

4.87 

4.50 

4.2 5 

French Franc 

11.37 

11.12 

9.75 

8.62 

Japanese Yea 

3.37 

3.12 


3.179 

European Currency Unit 

9.31 

9.00 

S.50 

6.00 
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PrecioaB Metals Date: 15/3/1993 


Metal 

L'SD/Oz 

| JD/Gni. j 

ssm 

USD/Oz 

JD/Um 

Gold 

316.10 

H 

Silver 

3.63 

.060 


21 Karol 

Central 


Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

D ** s 15/3/1993 


OllTHK)' 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6920 

0.69/10 

Sterling Pound 

0.9908 

0.9956 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4147 

0.4166 

SwKh Franc 

0.4536 

0.4559 

French Franc 

0.1220 

0.1226 

Japanese Yen 

0.5649 

0.5676 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3669 

0.3707 

Swedish Krona 

0.0666 

0.0692 

Italian lira'' 

0.0430 

0.0432 

Belgian Franc 

0.02020 

0.02030 

Fir too 



Other Currencies 

***«« 75/5/ / 993 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8)10 

1.8260 

Lebanese lira 

0.03645 

0.04150 

Saudi Kiyal 

0.1640 

. 0.1655 

Kuwaiti IBnar 

2.2200 . 

2.2430 

(Jatari Kiyal 

0.1673 

0.1886 

Egyptian Pound 

0.1940 

0.2150 

Omani Riyul 

1.7700 

1.7870 

UAE Dirham 

0.1873 

0.1886 

Greek Drachma 

0.30625 

0.32625 

Cypriot Pound 


1.4.50 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

13/3/1993 C lose 

74/3/7993 Close 

All-Share 

191.63 

797.70 



733.59 


213.52 

213.01 . 


272.44 

272.77 


251.20 

251.89 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) Following are the buying and selling rates for 

' One U.S. dollar 


^WMerling 
One . ounce of gold 


1.2458/63 
1.6675/85 
1.8745/55 
1.5278/88 
34.32/36 
5.6600/700 
1607/1609 
118.02/07 
7.8720/820 
7.0900/1000 
6.4100/200 
$1.4305/15 

$327.90/328.40 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


7 UAE 
ministries 
to spend 
$ 280m 

ABU DHABI (R) — Seven 
ministries in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) will spend 1.03 
billion dirhams ($280.7 million) 
in 1993, an official study pub- 
lished Sunday said. 

The study, carried by the Emi- 
rates news agency WAM, said the 
seven ministries* share of the 
total “investment programme" 
rose by five per cent in 1993 to 86 
per cent. 

The ministry of public works 
and housing, the biggest spender 
of the seven, will 353 million 
dirhams ($96.2 million) on pro- 
jects in 1993, a rise of 127.6 
million dirhams ($34.8 million) 
from the previous year. 

The ministry of defence is not 
among the seven departments 
mentioned in the study and ex- 
perts have said the UAE plans to 
spend more than a billion dollars 
a year on arms imports till the 
end of the century. 

The ministry of water and elec- 
tricity's projects will cost 256 
million dirhams ($69.8 million- 
while the ministry of education 
will spend 201 million dirhams 
($54.8 million) in the 1993 fiscal 
year which started Jan. 1. 

UAE President Sheikh Zaid 
Bin Sultan Al Nahayan Wedne- 
day approved the 1993 budget, 
which forecasts a deficit of 1.72 
billion dirhams ($467 million) > 

It put expenditure at 17.63 
billion dirhams ($4.8 billion) and 
a revenue of 15.9 billion dirhams 
($4.33 billion). 


Chinese premier 
sets fast-paced 
economic growth 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese Pre- 
mier Li Peng, abandoning past 
caution, announced sharply high- 
dr economic growth targets Mon- 
day but warned of the constant 
threat of inflation. 

On the opening day of a meet- 
ing of China's parliament, the 
hardline premier set gross nation- 
al product (GNP) growth for the 
next three years at between eight 
and nine per cent, up from the 
original six per cent. 

Mr. Li targeted national 
growth this year at eight per cent, 
but made clear he expected the 
figure to be breached and gave 
the green light to coastal regions 
to set their own pace. 

“Our plan to increase the gross 
national product by eight per cent 
in 1993 leaves some room for 
unforeseen circumstances — that, 
is, the figure may be exceeded.” 
Mr. Li said. 

“Moreover, this is an overall - 
growth rate for the country as a 
whole. Where conditions permit, 
a higher rate can and should be 
achieved,” he said, in a reference 
to economically-booming coastal 
provinces. 

If growth stayed on track, Mr. 
U said, the goal of quadrupling 
the 1989 value of GNP by the 
year 2000 could be achieved with- 
in five years. 

Despite pressure from econo- 
mic liberals directed by para- 
mount leader Deng Xiaoping, 
Mr. Li initially stuck to his 
growth target of an annual six per 
cent in the current 1991-95 five- 
year plan set during last year's 


was 



parliamentary session. 

Actual growth last year 
double the target to reach 12.8 
per cent, making China a stellar 
performer among the world’s 
economies. 

Mr. Li wanted on excessive 
investment in fixed assets and 
transport bottlenecks. 

“The amount of bank credit 
and currency put inot circulation 
has risen too fast, and there is a 
constant threat of inflation,” he 
said. 

But he did not suggest any 
concrete measures to cool de- 
mand in an economy that many 
Western economists fear is head- 
ing towards another inflationary 
spiral. 

Mr. Li had plenty of good news 
as he reviewed the past five years, 
during which China’s annual eco- 
nomic growth averaged 7.9 per 
cent. Industrial output grew by a 
huge 15 per cent, and the volume 
of imports and exports doubled, 
reaching $165 billion last year. 

He noted an influx of- $60.9 
billion of foreign investment, up 
60 per cent on the previous five 
years. 

In industry. Mr. Li highlighted 
the spectacular growth of 
township and village enterprises, 
whose ouput soared by 200 per 
cent in the past five years and 
now account for one third of 
national industrial production. 

Such enterprises, often owned 
by local governments but operat- 
ing outside state control in a free 
market, have soaked up 100 mil- 
lin rural labourers. 

But Mr. Li admitted failings 
and mistakes, with economic in- 
efficiency topping the list of prob-' 
lems that also includes a weak 
agricultural sector, a lack of in- 
frastructure and disastrous state 
finances. 

Agricultural output value in 
the past five years grew by an 
annual average of 4.9 per cent, 
but peasant incomes are growing 
much slower than those of urban 
workers. 

Parliament is expected to be 
handed another large budget de- 
ficit for 1993 Tuesday, bloated by 
industrial subsidies and 
weakened by a tax system that 
has impoverished the central gov- 
ernment while benefiting locali- 
ties. 


Saudi Arabia likely to 
maintain high growth 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia is 
expected to maintain high growth 
this year despite lower oil exports 
and 'is one of the bright spots in a 
recession-hit world economy, 
economists in the region said. 

Gross domestic product (GDP) 
was likely to grow four to five per 
cent, broadly” in line with the five 
per cent estimate for 1992 and 
more than double the average of 
less than two per cent forecast for 
major industrialised states, they 
said. 

“With near zero inflation, ex- 
ceptional liquidity, massive pub- 
lic spending projects, and boom- 
ing stock and real estate markets, 
nothing much could go wrong 
with the Saudi economy.” a lead- 
ing Saudi-based economist said. 

Saudi Arabia cut oil production 
by almost five per cent to eight 
million barrels per day (b/d) from 
March 1 as part of an OPEC deal 
to shore up weak world oil 
prices. 

But firmer oil prices were likely 
ro compensate the kingdom for 
the lost expons, economists said. 

Unless the OPEC deal falls 
apart and there is a new collapse 
in oil prices. 1993 oil revenues 
should not be too different from 
the $45 billion figure estimated 
earlier by economists, based on 
output of 8.4 million b/d, they 
said. 

The economists said the oil 
price was crucial for Saudi Ara- 
bia. the world’s biggest oil pro- 
ducer. because its economy is 
largely driven by state spending. 

Some economists said mount- 
ing government deficits to finance 
this expenditure may be a long- 
term worry. 

But others say the country, 
with the world's largest oil re- 
serves that can guarantee excep- 
tional wealth well into the second 
half of the 21st century, can 
manage such deficits reasonably 
comfortably if they are kept 
under constant watch. 

The government issued an ex- 
pansionary budget in January 
which envisaged an 8.8 per cent 
increase in expenditure this year 
to 197 billion riyals ($52.5 bil- 
lion), with revenues put at 170 
billion riyals ($45 billion). 

Economists said apart from the 
official deficit of $7.5 billion to be 
financed by government borrow- 
ing. state-owned enterprises such 
as oil giant Aramco and industrial 


CAR WANTED 

A DUTY FREE car in good condition. 

Please contact 651825, 
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 


WANTED 

Qualified live-in housekeeper/cook. To work for good 
family. 

Must be highly artistic in cooking Arabic food. 

Phone 672013, for interview 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY FOR RENT 
West of Amman 

Two-floor villa 500-700 metres, 1 st floor, no less than 3 to 5 
rooms suitable for offices. 2nd floor for living (within one 
week). 

(Landlords only) tel.: 711919 
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Free Car Parking 
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Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 
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Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel.: 699238 


Bruse Willis ... in 

DIE HARD 


Shows: 12:30. 3:00. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

NabQ Al Mashini T hea t r e 


Presents as of March 17, 1993 
the political comedy play 

Definitely Democracy 
(Demokratiyya Wa Nuss) 
Zawwad Wild Awwad Party 


Nabil & Hishams 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


New WwEdS ©ffSea® 

Plays continue daily si S:0C p.m. 
except Saturdays and Sundays 

Happy Feast 
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conglomerate SAB1C would bor- 
row independently for their own 
expansion projects. 

Henry Azzam. chief economist 
of the Jeddah-based National 
Commercial Bank, put their 
needs at 17.9 billion riyals ($5 
billion) in 1993, which would 
bring the total state borrowing 
requirement to $12.5 billion. 

But the economists said the 
money, at least that needed 
directly by the government, 
would largely be raised in the 
highly liquid domestic market. 

Mr. Azzam, writing in the 
bank’s montly bulletin, said ex- 
cess liquidity is put by the Saudi 
Monetary Agency, the countiy’s 
central bank, at some 220 billion 
riyals ($59 billion). 

The liquidity was demonstrated 
in the massive popularity of re- 
cent share flotations. 


The latest, an issue to inject 
new capital for the Saudi-British 
Bank, was over subscribed by 26 
times. 

The bank received applications 
worth IS billion riyiLs (54.8 bil- 
lion) where it wanted to raise 684 
million riyals ($182 million). 

Most of the government’s bor- 
rowing requirements, however, 
come from treasury bonds - and 
bills, mainly sold to banks. 

Mr. Azzam calculates total 
government debt from selling 
fixed income securities to the 
public at some 119.5 billion rivals 
($31.8 billion). 

Although this accounts for 28 
per cent of GDP. Mr. Azzam saw 
it still compares favourably with 
such countries as the U.S. (where 
it stands at 58 per cent. Germany 
(45 per cent ). Italy ( 103 per cent), 
and Belgium (132 per cent). 


Keating vows to tackle 
record jobless after poll 


SYDNEY (R) — After the 
euphoria of his election win Au- 
stralian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating must face the harsh eco- 
nomic reality of record unem- 
ployment and foreign debt which 
business leaders and economists 
say must be tackled urgently. 

Mr. Keating said Monday that 
Labour intended to celebrate its 
fifth successive election victory 
over the Liberal/National Party 
coalition but would get straight 
back to business. 

“AH our efforts and energies 
must be directed at confronting 
our difficulties, and realising our 
great potential and in short that 
means managing the economy, 
creating jobs and getting on with 
it.” Mr. Keating told reporters. 

The Labour leader said there 
was scope for an interest rate cut 
in the near future, but ruled out 
any major fiscal policy review 
before the 1993/94 budget in Au- 
gust. 

“I spoke to a couple of business 
people this morning and they said 
to me this is quite a decisive 
result... and that the best thing 


they could do is get on with it and 
to start working and investing to 
turn the economy around/’ 

Mr. Keating, though cam- 
paigning in the shadow of the 
country’s worst recession in 60 
years, won a surprise victory over 
opposition leader John Hewson 
after ruthlessly attacking his 
Liberal-National coalition's 
radical reform programme. 

Economists said the new Keat- 
ing government would have to 
speed up the pace of economic 
reform but added that it was 
unlikely to back down on cam- 
paign spending promises despite 
the nation's burgeoning budget 
deficit. 

“Keating the reformist has 
been put aside for Keating the 
electioneer and what we need to 
see again is Keating the refor- 
mist,” said McIntosh Ltd chief 
economist john Robertson. 

He said Mr. Keating had to 
focus on rebuilding business pro- 
fitability, adding that proposals to 
cut corporate tax to 33 per cent 
from 39 per cent now would bring 
benefits. 



ATTENTION BANGLADESHIS 

ALL BANGLADESHIS PRESENTLY RESIDENT IN- 
JORDAN ARK REQUESTED TO GET THEMSELVES 
REGISTER [> WITH PASSPORT & OTHER DETAILS IN 
THE HONORARY CONSULATE OK THE PEOPLES RE- 
PUBLIC OK BANGLADESH AMMAN JORDAN. BE- 
TWEEN 17th MARCH IW3 TO 1 7th APRIL IW, 

ADDRESS: KKRKMAH BIN ABDULLAH ST. 

• JABAL AMMAN THIRD CIRCLE 
TEL: 659922 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

Fitness centre in Abdoun for sale. 

For information, call 819676 Tuesday and 
Wednesday evening from 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 


NEWLY FURNISHED STUDIO 
FOR RENT IN SWESFSEH 

One bedroom, one living room, one bath- 
room, one kitchenette, central heating, tele- 
phone. 

For more details, please call 
phone: 815998 


- NOTICE - 

Sri Lankan girl needs work for a European or 
American family. 

Living-in Dubai, salary should be not less than 
$250 monthly. She has experience in all kinds of 
work and also she needs weekend. 

So if any family needs her, please call 
tel.: 616588, Amman - Jordan. 

Or fax also 616588 


THE REAL QUALITY CAR RENTAL 



I - -• • 


.-T3 *- it. 


King Abdallah Gardens 

* 699 420 
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Angry Yeltsin accuses Congress Keating pledges to transform 
of seeking Communist comeback Australia into a republic 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, stung by humiliat- 
ing rebuffs from Russia's sup- 
reme legislature, accused 'the 
assembly Monday of seeking to 
restore Communist rule. 

Angered by setbacks to his 
reform programme last week, he 
charged that the Congress of Peo- 
ple's Deputies was breaking the 
constitution. 

A statement signed by his press 
spokesman gave no indication of 
what action was planned by the 
62-year-old president, Russia's 
first democratically-elected lead- 
er, beyond saying he would make 
it known “in the next few days.” 

But it said: “Numerous appeals 
are coming to the president from 
enterprises, social organisations 
and private citizens in the regions 
of Russia asking him to defend 
democracy and stop the Com- 
munist restoration.” 

Mr. Yeltsin’s aides have hinted 
that be might try to impose pres- 
idential nue — a risky path that 
would require military backing — 
if Congress continued to under- 
mine his power. 

The Congress Saturday ended 
a four-day session during which rt 
rejected virtually all Mr. Yeltsin's 
proposals and cancelled a plan- 
ned referendum on whether par- 
liament or president should be 
supreme in Russia. 

Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov 
portrayed Congress as a bulwark 
■ gainst dictatorship and said the 
session had been a triumph for 
stability and democracy in Rus- 
sia. 

Mr. Yeltsin's statement, signed 
by spokesman Vyacheslav Kosti- 
kov after meeting the president, 
said Congress had spurned a deal 
to end Russia's political crisis in 
favour of confrontation. 


“Having denied the people the 
right to express hs will by a 
referendum. Congress has 
embarked on the path of violating 
the constitution," it said. 

“This is an attempt to concen- 
trate power completely in the 
hands of Soviets (councils), to 
return the levers of government 
to the Communist nomenklatura 
(party elite).” 

Mr. Khasbulatov in turn in- 
sisted that the Supreme Soviet — 
the smaller standing parliament 
chosen from the ranks of Con- 
gress — would do ho more than 
pass legislation and ' monitor 
observance of the constitution 
and the law. 

“We have no intention of in- 
terfering in government." ITAR- 
TASS News Agency quoted him 
as telling a visiting Thai princess 
Monday. 

“We are counting on positive 
developments, that things will get 
better and the federal govern- 
ment will work effectively.” 

The power struggle is for many 
a question of which economic 
policy the government pursues — 
Mr. Yeltsin’s radical free-market 
line or a cautions, slow-trade 
approach favoured by parlia- 
ment. 

The crisis has alarmed the 
West, unsettled financial markets 
and brought dire predictions of 
revolution or dvil war from some 
Russian politicians. 

Congress — likewise elected 
democratically, though at a time 
when die Communist Party was 
still the dominant political force 
— voted itself sweeping powers 
to remove Mr. Yeltsin if he devi- 
ated from the constitution. 

The president spent Sunday 
pondering his next move at a 
country retreat outside Moscow. 


He returned Monday to the capit- 
al, where he is due to receive' 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand Tuesday. 

Mr. Yeltsin escaped with his 
powers more or less intact, but 
with his defences weakened. 

He has said he will challenge 
the ban on a referendum in the 
constitutional court. In any case 
he plans to go ahead with a 
nationwide opinion poll on who 
should rule die country, though, 
this vote would not be legally 
binding. 

1 But constitutional court Chair- 
man Valery Zorkin left Monday 
for a two-week trip to the United 
States. 

Parliament is due to meet this 
week. It will at some stage debate 
moves to place media organisa- 
tions under its own control and 
consider whether to hold early 
presidential and parliamentary 
elections. 

Meanwhile. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton firmly supports Mr. Yelt- 
sin's reform efforts and does not 
expect challenges to the Russian 
leader's authority to delay next 
month's summit, Mr. Chiton’s 
chief spokesman said Sunday. 

Mr. Clinton, who has called for 
more aggressive Western backing 
for Mr. Yeltsin, plans to hold two 
days of talks with him on April 3 
and 4 in Vancouver. Canada — 
their first meeting as presidents. 

White House Communications 
Director George Stephanopouios 
said he did not expect the current 
power struggle between Mr. Yelt- 
sin and Russia's conservative 
Congress would force a change in 
the timing of the summit. 

Asked if there would be a delay 
in the summit. Mr. Stephano- 
pouios replied: “I don't think so. 


The summit with President Yeh- 
sin is set for April 3rd and 4th and : 
we expect to go.” 

Mr. Clinton “remains firm in 
his commitment to help the re- 
form process, to help the process 
of democratic and economic re- 
forms in Russia,” the presidential 
spokesman said on the CBS prog-: 
ramme “Face The Nation." 

He stressed that Mr. Clinton 
“supports President Yeltsin, tbe 
only Russian leader in aU of I 
Russia's history who was elected j 
in de m ocr ati c and free elections.” j 

“He contin ue s to support Pres- 
ident Yeltsin and the process of 
reform,” Mr. Stephanopouios < 
said. 

Defence Secretary Les Aspin, | 
appearing on NBC's “Meet The i 
Press” programme,' said Sunday : 
tbe United States should be . 
actively cultivating militaiy-to- 
militaiy. contacts with the Russian 
Aimed Forces because regardless J 
of tbe outcome of the power 
struggle, “the military's going to i 
be an important part of formulat- 
ing policy in Russia.” 

As a result, “I think it's impor- 
tant that we establish relations : 
with them,” he said. “And we’ve 
done some of that, but I think not ; 
nearly enough.” 

Mr. Aspin said the Clinton 
administration had not advised , 
Mr. Yeltsin on how to deal with 
the power struggle. “We have not 
been asked and we have not 
volunteered any advice, and I 
think tint's right,” he said. 

He declined comment when, 
asked about the possibility of 
.U.S. military help for Mr. Yeltsin 
if the Russian military were to . 
split 

“No chance I'm going to 
answer that question,” he said. 


SYDNEY (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Paul Keating Monday 
pledged to begin transforming 
Australia into a republic with 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth re- 
placed as head of state. 

Speaking at his first news 
conference since crushing tbe 
pro-monarchy Liberal-Nation- 
al conservative opposition in 
an election rout Saturday, Mr. 
Keating pledged to create a 
panel of qminent Australians 
to study how tire country could 
become a republic. With an 
Australian bead of state, by 
2001. 

This would coincide with the 
centenary of. Australia's con- 
version from a group of col- 
onies to a federation of states. 

“The gover nm en t has put to 
the Australian electorate a 
view that we should be masters 
of our own destiny — that tbe 
embodiment of the country 
ough t to be visited upon an 
Australian and that this should 
best happen in the structure of 
a federal republic,” he told 


reporters. 

He promised a national de- 
bate and negotiation: “That's 
going to take some years, * 
probably more than three.” 
Mr. Keating also foresha- 
dowed a change in the Austra- 
lian flag, a blue ensign with the 
southern cross constellation 
and Britain's Union Jack m the 
top left-hand corner. 

“If Australia decided by re- . 
ferendum to become a repub- 
lic, we would have, of course, 
no place whatsoever for the. 
Union Jack in the comer of 
our flag,” Mr. Keating said. 

The Sydney Morning Herald 
newspaper said in a frong page 
commentary Monday: “His 
(Keating's) win dearly marks 
the end of the old Australia 
tied to its British past. Mr. 
Keating has a mandate for 
press in g on tow ar d s the Au- 
stralian republic, with a new 
Asian orientation and new 
national symbols, and be will.” 
The queen is Australia's 
titular head and has the power 



Opposition demands Rao quit oyer bombings 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s par- 
liamentary opposition party ac- 
cused Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao Monday of a cover-up 
over a spate of bomb blasts in 
Bombay which killed 250 people 
and demanded his resignation. 

Tbe Hindu nationalist Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) said Mr. 
Rao was too busy fighting a fac- 
tional war in his Congress Party 
to read intelligence reports about 
the attack days before 13 huge 
explosions rocked Bombay Fri- 
day. 

It gave no details of the reports 
to which it 're fe rred - 

Meanwhile experts defused 
two motorbike bombs, each 
packed with 20 kilogrammes of 


plastic explosives, in Bombay’s 
crowded gold and diamond 
bazaar Monday. 

“These would have blown up 
the entire gold and diamond mar- 
kets,” Nandkumar Chowgule. 
head of tbe police bomb squad, 
told reporters. 

Police cordoned off the central 
Bombay markets after being 
alerted about the two motorbikes 
parked outside rows of jewellery 
shops. 

The public has been alerted 
about the danger of unattended 
motorbikes after police defused a 
bomb made of Semtex plastic 
explosive hidden in a compart- 
ment of. a motor scooter near a 
busy railway station Sunday. 


It bad foiled to explode Friday. 

It was not immediately dear if 
the two motorbike bombs de- 
fused Monday had also been 
planted Friday or subsequently. 

Train services over the 
Bhayander Bridge on the out- 
skirts of Bombay. India's finan- 
cial cetnre and main port, were 
suspended Monday morning Sifter 
a separate bomb scare. Police 
said they were checking if there 
was a bomb on tbe bridge. 

. Pakistan said Monday suspi- 
cions in India that it might have 
been behind bomb blasts in Bom- 
bay last Friday were “wild and 
unfounded.” 

A foreign ministry spokesman 


regretted what he called “the 
reprehensible tendency on the 
part of Indian politicians to blame 
Pakistan for every unpleasant 
event in India.” 

. “Such mid, unfounded and 
mischievous statements accusing 
Pakistan of invo lv ement in terror- 
ist activities, do mot help in solving 
the problems and adversely affect 
efforts for establishing tension- 
free and good neighbourly rela- 
tions between Pakistan and In- 
dia,” he said. 

Indian intelligence agents 
tracking the bombers said Sunday 
the trail pointed towards groups 
in Pakistan. 


Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating 
conference in Sydney (AFP photo) 


speaks at his first press 


to dismiss any Australian gov- 
ernment. Mr. Keating tech- 
nically rales at the queen’s 
pleasure, answering to her rep- 
resentative, Governor-Gener- 
al Bill Hayden. 

That power was tested in 
1975 when Governor-General 
Sir John Kerr dismissed the 
Labour government of Prime 
Minister Gough Whitiam, who 
refused to back down to an 
obstructionist senate that 
would not pass his govern- 
ment's budget bills. 

Tbe young Keating, a de- 
scendant of Irish settlers, had 
been a minister in tbe Whitiam 
government for only a few 
weeks before it was dissolved. 

The day after toppling pre- 
decessor Bob Hawke in a party 
room challenge 14 months 
ago, Mr. Keating had the Au- 
stralian flag removed from his 
official car. 


During the queen’s visit 
here last year, Mr. Keating 
triggered a storm in British 
newspapers when he put his 
hand on her waist as he intro- 
duced his ministers to her. 

Labour's platform calls for a 
republic, and since winning 
office in 1983, it has tinkered 
at tiie margins. 

Advance Australia Fair re- 
placed God Save Hie Queen 
as the national anthem, a 
seven-pointed star replaced, 
the crown in the national crest 
and British citizens lost their 
right to vote in Australian 
elections in 1984. 

Mr. Keating has said an oath 
to Australia for new citizens 
will replace the current one to 
tiie queen. 

An opinion poll during tiie 
campaign found 88 per cent of 
Australians supported forming 
a republic by 2001. 


N. Korea bans foreigners, restricts travel 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

1 killed in blast at German plant 

FRANKFURT (R) — An explosion rocked a factory of the 
German chemical groups Hoechst AG Monday morning killing 
one person and injuring at least one other, fire brigade sources 
said. A Hoechst spokeswoman could not give further details but 
said tbe blast took place at a plant that produces a plastic 
substance called Mowiol. Fire brigade sources said the plant was 
still on fire at 0745 GMT. Hoechst has reported a series of 
accidents since Feb. 22. when two tonnes of poisonous chemicals 
escaped from a plant in western Frankfurt. The surrounding 
neighbourhood had to be cleaned of the substance in an operation ~ 
lasting two weeks. 

12 killed by bomb in Abkhazia 

MOSCOW (R) — Twelve people were killed when a bomb 
dropped on the capital of Georgia's breakaway Abkhazia region 
exploded as it was being defused. Russian Television said. It listed 
the victims as eight Georgian soldiers, three Georgian journalists 
and an Abkhaz citizen. The Abkhazian capital Sukhumi is in 
Georgian hands, though most of the Black Sea region on Russia's 
southern border is controlled by Abkhazian separatists. The 
report said an SU-25 attack aircraft bombed districts of Sukhumi 
for 40 minutes Saturday, damaging houses and inflicting casual- 
ties. It dropped nine bombs, two of which exploded. The 
television did not say who controlled tiie plane. It said a Georgian 
television crew accompanied sappers from the Georgian National 
Guard who went to defuse the unexploded bombs. “As the very 
first bomb was being defused eight sappers, three journalists and 
one citizen of Abkhazia were killed. So far, six bombs have still 
not been defused and could explode at any moment,” the 
television said. 

Aspin, Powell open hearing on bases 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Defence Secretary Les Aspin says he 
considered tbe impact on local economies in recommending base 
dosings that will change the face of the armed forces and affect 
dozens of communities nationwide. Mr. Aspin and Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Chairman Gen. Colin Powell were testifying Monday before 
the Defence Base Closure and Realignment Commission, an 
independent panel with the power to modify the proposed closure 
list. Mr. Aspin, acting on the suggestions of each service, Friday 
proposed dosing 31 major military installations and realigning or 
scaling back 135 others. This third round of base dosings is part of 
the process of trimming post cold war military strength to 1.4 
million personnel by 1997, down from the Reagan era force of 2.1 
million. Navy installations dominated this round of closures, and 
coastal states such as California, Florida and South Carolina were 
among the hardest hit. 

Freighter sinks off Canada coast 

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia (AP) — A freighter sank off Nova 
Scotia early Monday in tiie violent winter storm that has wreaked 
havoc off the eastern seaboard, officials said. The fate of its 33 
crew members was not known. The 160 metre (530 feet) Gold 
Bond Conveyor, which was carrying -gypsunn ore from Halifax to 


U.N. human rights probe 
blames Salvadorean army 


MOSCOW (R) — North Korea 
has banned foreigners from en- 
tering tiie country and tightened 
op restrictions on movements of 
its foreign residents, Russia's 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said 
Monday. 

“The Foreign Ministry has in- 
structed consular departments 
abroad to stop issuing any visas 
for travel to North Korea, includ- 
ing to diplomatic workers,” it 
said in a report from the North 
Korean capital fymgyang. 

The agency sad the decision 
took effect on March 9 when the 


Communist Asian state, once a 
dose afiyof Moscow, put its army 
on high alert after the resumption 
of joint U.S.-South Korean milit- 
ary exercises. 

TASS said the military exer- 
cises were regarded s a threat to 
security by North Korea, which 
decided last week to withdraw 
from the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty aimed at 
stopping the spread of nudear 
weapons. 

Meanwhile South Korean 
President Km Young-Sam sent a 
conciliatory message to North 


Korea Monday, saying Seoul 
would not try to isolate or punish 
Pyongyang tor its bombshell re- 
jection of a nudear aims pact. 

Bnt the newly-elected South 
Korean president adopted an 
economic hard line with the 
North’s Stalinist leadership, halt- 
ing all moves to resume inter- 
Korean economic exchanges. 

Mr. Kim said the South would 
not consider economic coopera- 
tion with the North until Pyon- 
gyang allows inspections of Its 
suspected nudear weapons sites. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
U.N. human rights report has 
accused the Salvadorean Armed 
Forces and their allies of knowing 
of, and in some cases ordering, 
the torture, kidnapping and mas- 
sacre of thousands of civilians. 

Among the cases analysed dur- 
ing the six-month inquiry by a 
U.N. commission were the kill- 
ings of six Jesuit priests, their 
housekeeper and her daughter m 
1989. 

El Salvador's defence and de- 
puty defence ministers among 
others were accused of ordering 
the murders because of Jesuit 
opposition to the government. 

The report, made available to 


journalists Monday, named milit- 
ary officials implicated in the 
murder of Arch bishop Oscar 
Romero m 1980, the massacre of 
hundreds of civilians in the village 
of El Mozote in 1981 anti the 1980 
kilting of four American nuns. 

It said the country’s Supreme 
Court president impeded several 
judicial investigations. 

The long-awaited report by the 
“commission on the truth” was 
part of the El. Salvador peace 
accords signed by the government 
and the Farbundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN) a year 
ago that ended the Central Amer- 
ican country's civil war. 

The conflict lasted 12 years and 
cost 75,000 lives. . 


U.S. east coast digs out from worst 
storm in century that killed 77 


NEW YORK (R) — America’s 
battered east coast dug out Mon- 
day from the worst storm of the 
century that killed at least 77 
people. 

Airports and highways 
reopened and lights came back on 
for cities deprived of power m the 
weekend storm that roared 
through 20 states. 

But millions of people still 
fought deep-freeze gales and 
snow. 

Authorities said the storm 


caused millions of dollars in dam- 
age in the New York area alone. 

Some news reports put the 
deathtoll as high as 104 in the 
havoc from blinding snow and 
hurricane-force winds. 

With up to three feet (a metre) 
of stow on the ground, tens of 
thousands of people stayed in 
shelters and 12 states retained 
emergency measures. 

“It’s not too much to say it’s 
the storm of tbe century,” said 


Joe Friday, director of the 
National Weather Service. 

President Bill Clinton vowed to 
act quickly on states' requests for 
help. Returning .to the White 
House after a Sunday church 
service, the president said he 
called a number of governors to 
check on their needs. 

Tm going back now to get a 
situation report from tiie other 
states and we'll process them aU 
immediately,” he said. 


China accuses U.K. of creating disorder in Hong Kong 


Sable Island. A British vessel and a Canadian aircraft were at the 
scene at the time of the sinking but it could not be determined if 
any crew members made it into life rafts, officials said. 


PEKING (Agencies) — Premier 
Li Peng Monday angrily accused 
Britain of trying to destabilise 
Hong Kong by unilaterally prop- 
osing political reforms before the 
colony is returned to China in 
1997. 

The plan “is designed to create 
disorder and to impede the 
smooth transfer of power, so it is 
not a question of democracy,” 
Mr. U said in his annual work 
report at the opening session of 
China's legislature. 

His monotone, reading of the 
two . hour work report quickly 
switched to an angry, haranguing 
tone when be came to the section 
denouncing Britain. His sharp 
criticism of the political reform 
package — he called it “perfi- 
dious” — was met with strong 
applause four times from the 
nearly 3.000 delegates. 

“We're simply disappointed to 
see this land of attack turn up in 
Li Peng’s work report,” British 
embassy spokeswoman Janet 
Rogan said after the speech. 

China intensified its verbal 
attack on the plan proposed in 
October by the British colonial 
governor of Hong Kong. Chris 
patten after be took a first step 
Patten towards submitting it to 
the local legislature. 

Mr. Patten’s move came after 
efforts to hold formal talks on 
political reform stumbled over 
what role Hong Kong officials 
should play in the decision- 


making process. 

Peking already has threatened 
to set up a “shadow government” 
for Hong Kong and to void all 
business contracts signed by 
Hong Kong without China's 
approval. Such moves would 
undermine the authority of the. 
colonial government before the 
turnover. 

Mr. Li said China sought coop- 
eration instead of confrontation 
with Britain. 

“But the Chinese government 
will never barter away princi- 
ples,” he said. “The only solution 
for the British government is to 
dongs Its course ....” 

Ms. Rogan said the British 
were ready to have talks without 

E reconditions. She said she didn't 
now whether Mr. Li's remarks 
would make talks more difficult. 
Although Peking has promised 
Hong Kong a high degree of 
autonomy after the turnover, the 
Communist Chinese reject Mr. 
Patten's political reform package, 
fearing that democracy in the 
colony would give ideas to main- 
land Chinee. 

In a scarcely-veiled threat to 
the United States and France, 
Premier Li said Monday Peking 
would be forceful with foreigners 
■who blocked Taiwan’s reunifica- 
tion with the mainland. 

Washington and Paris have re- 
cently sold jet fighters to Taiwan, 
which Peking considers a break- 
away province. 


The government in Taiwan, 
established when its Nationalist 
leaders fled the mainland m 1949 
after losing tbe dvil war, still 
claims to be the legitimate gov- 
ernment of all China. It, too, 
seeks reunification but on its own 
terms. 

Mr. Li, in a keynote speech to 
open the 17-day National Peo- 
ple’s Congress, called on Taiwan 
authorities to establish contact to 
end decades of hostility. 

“The forces both on and off the 
island advocating the independ- 
ence of Taiwan have surfaced 
again, and certain foreign ele- 
ments have deliberately created 
obstacles to China's peaceful 
reunification...” Li said. 

. “We shall take strong mea- 
sures, if necessary, to prevent any 
actions aimed at bringing about 
the independence of Taiwan and 
severing it from the motherland.” 
Mr. Li said. 

China has dosed France's con- 
sul tate in Guangzhou and frozen 
projects with French companies 
in retaliation for tbe sale of 60 
Mirage 2000*5 planes. 

But Peking has not moved 
against Washington, which also 
sold fighter jets to the island. 
Washington is considering basing 
preferential trade terms for China 
on Peking's performance in hu- 
man rights, trade access and arms 
sales. 

Mr. Li took a generally cou- 
dHatory stance towards the Un- 


ited States in his speech, en- 
visioning an end to obstacles to 
wanner relations. But he insisted 
Peking’s behaviour in the field of 
human rights was its own busi- 
ness. 

“We are resolutely opposed to 
the use of human rights to inter- 
fere with other countries' internal 
affairs,” Mr. Li said to warm 
applause. 

Premier Li, declaring that 
ynder the leadership of the Com- 
munist Party China would always 
be a stable “rode in the east”, 
urged tbe country Monday to 
have fast economic growth 
through capitalist-style refonns. 

Mr. Li told the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress that China had to 
persist in its economic reforms 
while keeping die country stable. 

Tbe dour. Soviet-trained en- 
gineer carefully followed the poli- 
tical thought of 88-year-old para- 
mount leader Dang Xiaoping 
during bis two-year state-of-ther 
nation address: Keep the unques- 
tioned political control of the 
Communist Party and allow the 
unfettered growth of the eco- 
nomy. 

“Social and political stability is 
the basic orereoirisne for smooth 



uiuuCTiusaHon, ne said, 
adding that maintaining the un- 
questioned supremacy of the 
Communist Party was the way to 
keep sodety calm. 


The hardline premier, blamed 
by many intellectuals for ordering 
the army assault on Tiananmen 
Square on June 4, 1989, that 
killed hundreds if not thousands 
of pro-democracy demonstrators, 
again defended the Communist 
Party’s decision to crack down. 

He also referred to China’s 
upholding of the socialist flag 
despite fee collapse of commun- 
ism in the Soviet Union, some- 
thing that still concerns China's 
leaders who are wary of unrest on 
their border. 

The 64-year-old Li, who has 
carefully navigated the tricky 
streams of Ouncse politics in the 
P** yw, is seen as almost cer- 
tain to win reelection to a new 
five-year term during this session 
of parliament. 

Two men sure to lose their jobs 

Md Yang Sha "i»n 

WmIj Cbainnan of lament. 

Their retirements were re- 
‘ a offidal media Sunday 
Mr- Wan are the 
tost two old guard revolutionaries 

2™** Vice President Wang 
of the so-called 
J^Sptard 1 generation of lead- 
ers, died Friday. 

P *? 1 85 c omnmiiia 

rany general secretary. 


Aspin to get , 

heart pacemaker 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Jim 
secretary of defence says nc ll 
probably receive a cardiac pace- 
maker within the next few weeks 
to help control a heart ailment. 
“The doctors are recommending 
it and Tm thinking about it. 
Probably, yes.” Les Aspin said in 
an interview with the NBC 
Broadcasting Network. Mr. 
Aspin, 54, spent five days in 
Georgetown University Medical 
Centre last month after complain- 
ing of shortness of breath. Mr. 
Aspin suffers from hypertrophic* 
cardiomyopathy, a thickening or 
the heart walls that leads to re- 
duced pumping efficiency. Doc- 
tors said tbe condition was not 
life threatening but said he 
needed a pacemaker and recom- 
mended be stop playing tennis 
and squash. Mr. Aspin responded 
affirmatively when asked whether 
the operation might take place in 
the next few weeks. 

Zoo lays bare 
polar bear’s 
mistaken identity 

TOKYO (R) — When Yukio 
(Mr. Snowman) died in Tokyo 
aged thirty-something, his min- 
ders finally confirmed what they 
bad long suspected — the polar 
bear wasn't a he but a she. Yukio, a 
Japan's oldest polar bear in cap- ® 
tivity when it died Monday, came 
to Tokyo’s Ueno Zoo in 1958 as a 
gift from the Moscow Bolshoi 
Grans. “Tbe .Russians told us 
then that the bear was about one 
year old and a male.” a zoo 
spokesman said. “But the way 
Yukio acted — the way the bear 
urinated — made the keepers 
suspicious,” he added. The 
spokesman said Yukio was a 
translation of the animal's Rus- 
sian name. 

Thieves sink 
Russian navy ship . ' 
to steal parts 

MOSCOW (R) — Thieves in the 
Russian military port of Baltisk 
sank a navy ship in shallow waters 
so they could be sure of stealing 
as many precious metal parts as 
possible. Commonwealth Televi- 
sion reported Sunday. The re- 
port, which showed a small des- 
troyer half-submerged in the shal- 
lows, said one section of the port 
was frill of wrecks which had beer ; 
cannibalised by people making 
fortunes by selling the precious 
components for hard currency 
abroad. Baltisk, in the Russian 
enclave of Kaliningrad next to 
Poland and Lithuania, is closed to 
the public and the report indi- 
cated the sinking has been carried 
out by naval personnel. A lieute- 
nant told tbe television crew that 
a report had been filed with fee 
military prosecutor but no arrests 
had been made. Corruption is 
spreading quickly through the 
armed forces as living standards 
collapse. Defence Minister PaveJ 
Grachev last month said a large 
part of fee officer corps was 
sullied wife corruption and prom- 
ised a ruthless crackdown. Earlier 
this year, an air force general in 
fee Far East was charged with 
embezzling a fortune after he was 
caught using his heavy bomber 
fleet to shuttle wealthy entrep- 
reneurs to China. 

Grin and bear it 

LONDON (R) — A British skier 
fought off a bear and wolves 
during two freezing nights aio; 
neon a Romanian mountain after 
becoming lost on fee first day df a 
skiing holiday, the Sun newsjsap^- 
er reported Monday. The paper 
said that Rudy Gonsalves, 57. 
had been forced off the Lupului 
slope by a snow-flattening 
machine and careered into :a 
ravine. He used survival techni- 
ques learned during conscription^ 
in Britain’s military forces to dig ' 
snow shelters, but had to frighten 
off the bear and three wolves with 
his skis before descending the 
mountain and being rescued by a 
farmer. 

Albania’s pill-box 
headache 

TIRANA (R) — Albania wants 
to get rid of fee 30,000 concrete 
bunkers feat Utter fee country — 

3 testament to the perverse milit- 
ary doctrine of late .dictator En- 
Hoxha. Mr. Hokha built the 
mu-boxes in fee 1970s, scattering 
them willy-nilly throughout this 
mountainous Balkan country, 
away from fee borders where 
they would be most useful defen- 
sivdy. Defence Minister Safct 
Zhulah told reporters Friday be 
was looking for a partner to help 
demolish the bunkers. One 
attempt by an Italian firm.toj 
encoura ge Albanian peasants to ‘ ' 
grow mushrooms in the domed 
concrete structures failed, 
apparently because the peasants 
won’t eat them. . 






